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Now let them put away their Whoredoms, and the Carcaſes 
of their Kings, far from me, and 1 will dwell in the 
midſt of them, you 43: 9- | 

Anſwer not 4 Fool according to his Folly, leaſt thon alſo be 
like unto him. > 

Anſwer a Fool according to his Folly, leaſt he be Wiſe in bis 

own Conceit, Prov. 26. 4,5. 
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A Juſt and Sober Vindication of the 


Obſervations upon the Thirtieth of | h 
” Fanuary,and T wenty ninth of ay. rag 


NOT out of any Peeviſh Humour, bat in my Mg, 
Jadgment, being Diſſztisfied with ſome Yearly Pra- 01k 
Riſes, not about Trifics, but ſuch Matters as I con- 
ceive the Honour of God and: Wellfare of the Na- 6Y-s a0þ ih 
tion to be concerned 1n,. as not to. Defile the Worſhip We” NE! 
of God with any, Mixture.of the Creature, and to re- 
move ſuch things, as being made ſtanding Monuments, | 
do continue, and wil} perpetuate Diviſions and Animo- Rb iph 
ities, have taken the Freedom to publiſh my Thoughts | 
thereupon, without deſign of wronging. any Man, as I 
hope I have not, but have ſpoken forth the. words of 
Truth and Soberneſs :, Yet it ſeems what, have written, 
hath ſomewhere.lighted apon a Soreplacc, which cannot 
endure to be touched; and this hath madethe Party not 
only to Start, but to fly out 3 a Sound Part can ſufferto- 
be handled, when an Unſound one doth not; and ſome- 
times one Waſp makes as great a Noiſe asthe whole Neſt.: 
el], the Matter was Combuſtible, therefore no won- 
der if it ſo eaſily hath taken Fire, and hath broken out 
into a Flame, like thoſe Fire-brands by. Samſon pat to Judges 18 445 
the Fox's Tail, all intended toRuin and to Deftroy, as 
- thoſe did in.the Field ; but theſe ſhall da no Harm, ex- 
cept it be at Home, and upon the -Contrivers: Some 
Vapors from the Spleen and. low Parts, do ſometimes 
cauſe great Fumes and Diſturbances in the Head, as do. - 
Exhalations from the Earth in.the middle Region. of the 
Air,but at laſtafter ſome Light 


ing and Noiſe of Thunder 
and [ 


Eccleſ. 9.6. 


Phil. 3. 15. 


A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations uponthe 
and Wind, they return and fall upon the Earth in Hail, 
Rain or Snow : So that windy and ſtormy Noiſe in the 
Head, after a while ceaſeth, and, to make uſe. of Sohp- 
10n's words, is 4s the Cracklings of Thorns under the Pot. 

Thongh the Pamphtet in queftion be not in any thing 
worth a Reply, and the Pamphleteer deferves to be an- 
ſwered otherwiſe than witha Pen 3 yet for it I am con- 
tent-to ſtand the Judgment of any Rattonal and Impar- 
tial Man : But leaſt he ſhould be puffed up (as many of 
that Spirit are apt to be) with a Conceit of himſeHf, and 
leaſt fome People ſhould think the worſe of the Caufe 
for my Silence, I muſt ſay ſomething 1m anſwer to it, and 
# he hath any thing to write againlt my Reaſons, tet him 
do it 35 a Gentleman and as a Scholar (though his 
Pamphlet proves him to be neither) and then F hope in 
God to cot him Work more than he ſhall be well able to 
compals. 

Reaſon and Experience do teach ns, how in this 
World all Men cannot be of one Mind, no more than 
all have the fame Features: Ratronal Men will Diſcourſe 
and\make nfe of Arguments to find ont the Trurh, yet 
without comimg to Sword and Dagger ; the ſtriking of 
two Flints one apainft another doth produce Lights, fo 
ſometimes Debates and Diſputes brmg out Truth, and 
make it known; nay, with greater Light and Certainty 
than it was before z 'as the 'Sun appears Brighter and 
more Glorions after-ir hath difperſed Clonds that ftood 
between it and our Aﬀpe@. ' For my part F declare, [ 
love not Diſpute for Diſpute fake, but to find out the 
Fruth: 1 am always, and fo every Rational Man onghrt 
to be, ready to receive better Informarion 3; and if any 
one convinces me to be inthe Wrong, I wilt thank him 
and follow the Frath, if made appear to me; andifin 
any thing | be otherwiſe minded, with St. Pan F hope 
God will reveal 51 18 me, I moſt fally arm perfwaded of 
the Truth of what I have written; and though _ mot 

elieve 


& 


Thertieth of January, and Twenty minth of May. 
believe there is in any one Man or Society,a Spirit of In- 
fallibility 3 yet I am moſt ſire, the Rule I endeavour, 
as much as God cnableth me, to follow, namely his 
Word, 1s Infallible ; there I ſtick, if any one ont of it 
doth convince me, I ſhall yield to the Conviction, or 
elſe continne to aſſert my Opinion : And in this caſe, 
what the Emperor Charles the Fifth uſed to fay in ano- 


ther, [ aſſert, Fortune and I, ſaid he, againſt any two :Yo ylaFern - 
So upon a much better account, ſay I, Truth, that is they, 


Word of God, ard 1, againſt any two Adverfaries 


whatſoever. | | | 
Bat muſt in this World the Will of one Man be the 


Rule of another Man's Willz and the Judgment and 


Opinion of one, be the Meaſore of that of another : 
I declare'T have not ſich an Implicit Faith, (that is the 


Prerogative of God's Will) and becauſe I will not yield 


to it, muſt my Throat be cut for that ? Or at leaſt, 
muſt I be reviled with 1]] Language ? It argues a very 
bad Cauſe that needs being defended by ſuch Means, 
let Arguments and not ill Words be uſed, for com- 
monly they. who employ Injuries and fly into Paſſion, 
do want Reaſon 3 Arguments as hard as yor pleafe, but 
foft words 3 certainly they who do otherwiſe, m the 
Opinion of Moderate Men, do prejudice their Cauſe: 
Againſt ſuch our Bleſſed Savionr hath pnt the Word in 


my Month, 1f I have ſpoker: Evil, bear witneſs of the Evil, John 18. 23. 


Shew me onr of the Word of God the Falfity and Cre 
of my Arguments; Doth a Man think it below him ſo 
to do? Or rather, Doth he not find he cannot do it, 
that he betakes himſelf to Slanders and Injuries : Trath 
wants no ſuch help, and by the'Grace of God I am nei- 
' ther aſhamed nor afraid to own it. None otght. to be 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt as St. Pax] was not, nor 
of the Trath of the Goſpel which is the ſame, thongh ſome 
in theſe Corrupt Times, would put God's People ont of 
Countenance,and makethem afraid of oxwning the Goſpel. 

S 3 | Some 


Phil. 4. 5+ 


James 1+ 20. 


p Cor. 16, 14. 


Prove26, 4,5. 


ifation of the Obſervations upon the 

Some Men in. the World do little think upon that 
Precept of. St. Payl. Let your Moderation be known unto 
all Men, and the Reaſon is, the Lord 3s at hand, to ob- 
ſerve and to judge : Violency and Impetuoſity, too 
ſtrong in ſome, is much oppofite to that Calmnefs re- 
quired not'only in a Chriſtian but alſo 1n a- Reaſonable 
Man 3. they who ſo highly do a& contrary to this, and 
make themſelves Drudges and Slaves to their Wrath or 
Paſſion, do not deſerve to-Converle with or enjoy the 
Soctety of the Civiliſed World, bur only that of Brutes 
as their moſt proper Company : If that be an Effe& of 
their Temper and Conſtitution , they ought to ſtrive 
againſt and endeavour to overcome it, or elſe they muſt 
expet ſometimes to hear of it: High Storms do-com- 
monlyteave behind ſome marks where they have been; 
and grounds of Complaints too : 'Tis but a Word and 
a. Blow with ſome, but the Wrath of Man worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of God. | | | 

If here E would. take Advantage of the Law Talionzs, 
and requit, it would carry one very farz but I have 
rather out of Scripture, whence I endeavour to draw 
my Rules and Comfort, to..obey- the Apoſtles Precept, 
Let. all J0kr things be done with Charity 5 whereof *tis-an 
Ac ſometimes to redreſs thoſe than Wander in-a wrong! 
way, provided there be nothing of Hatred or Vengeance 
in *the Heart 3. Soloxzoz doth direct us how to doit, 
when he faith, Anſwer not a Fool according to his Folly, 
that is, in the ſame Extravagant Manner and Degree, 


4 Sober Vitdi 


leaſt thou be. like unto him, for it thou doſt, thou ſhalt be 


as Fool as he, and be look'd npon as ſuch : However, 
Anſwer a. Fool according to his Folly, leaſt he be Wiſe in his: 
own Coiceit 3. Conſider him and. not thy ſelf, ſomething 
uſt be done-or ſaid to him, leaſt he groweth Proud- 
and Vain, for ſuch are -apt to abound*+in their own 
Sence and not ſee their Folly ;.- wherefore ſbew: bim his 
Error, and that he is no Wile nor Good Man, : (for in 


JYolomon's 


Thirtteth of January and Twentynnthof M 

Solomon's Stile, a Fool is a Sinner or a Bad Man) though: 

he fancieth himſelf to be Wiſe and Good: It is a higher” 

degree of Folly in one to proclaim himſelf ſuch, and to 

publiſh it abroad, than if he could confine-it within his 

own Doors and if one through Infirmity cannot maſter 

tt, yet he is to endeavour in'ſome degree to curb-and ik 

keep it from breaking out: However anſwer him, faith - | | 

the Wiſe Man, though not according to his Folly, and 

as Severely as he deferves, yet he muſt not go unan- 

ſwered, leaſt he ſhould think he hath done well and 

failed in nothing. And if when one; is about ſuch” a 

Work, the Man ſhould happen to Vex, and Fret, and 

fly out, as *cis ufual with ſuch, it were proper to put to 

bim the ſame Queſtion as: the Apoſtle did-to the Gala- 

tians, Am'1 therefore become your Enemy, becauſe I' tell yowSal. 1 15. 

the 1rath; h . Her 5 # | | I'M 
- The chief and I may ſay the only end I herein' pro- i ly 

pole to my ſelf, is to bear record unto the Truth, and 

to fuch a. Truth as deſerveth ina-ſpecial manner to: be: 

regarded: Butin:order thereunto, :I would have: Men 

to ſhoot at.the Mark and. keep to. the Point,, and notto 

g0 ſtraggling here and there,-arid foimils-the-:atm: .Let 

us ſearch into the Merits of the Canl(e, laying afide all 

by -and croſs Queſtions: and Diſcourſe, exceptithey do 

contribute-to the Clearing of the: Matter we:are about 5 

and: when that is over, 1m God's Name we may-proceed 

to new things, but let ns. make an.;end with: one before 

we begin with the other, and that's the likelieſt- way to 

clear the Truth. 3..on. and off, faſt and: looſe, cannot do 

it,. but ſticking to the Point can ; -but ever forbearig 

to give 11] Language. ' 7 

- If L wanted a Witneſs for ſomethings Þ faid: in the 

Abſervations, | have him now, and is ſeaſonably come 

in from amongſt. our Adverſaries, by his own Example 

to demonſtrate what manner of Spirit ſome of them are 

ated by'; I leave thoſe. whom this. belongs, to apply 

It 


Prov."22. 24. 


Sober Vendreation of the Ohſervations apon the | 
it'to themſelves, how little /Salt and how much Mercury 
there is 12 them, how Fierce, Fiery and Violent a Tem- 
per they are of 3 and I refer it to: the Judgment of Sober 
and Imparttal Men ; ſach Principles, if reduced into 
PraGtte; are enough to work: Confuſion and Rnin, and 
to overturn: whole Nations and Kingdoms :. Thele, in 
Imitation of Papi/ts, they would with al! their 'Heare 
promote with Fire and Fagot, whereot too many have 
had a'Sad Experience, 'which hath afforded - continual 
grounds of Complaint: And this I. defire the Moderate 
Reader to take notice of, and conlider whether Lives, 
or any thing elſe we/ have, could be Safe, if it ſhould 
again be in the Power of ſych Men to Perfecute, of fuch 
Menl fay, for I am not \ſo-Unreaſonable as to Father it 
upon all. - We know how thoſe that- amongſt:them are 
Moderate, and will not come up to that Violence as 
themſctves are for, they be Angry againſt and Revile 
them with the Names of Ty5+9:ers/and the like : So that 
x Pen between the: Fingers of ſuch Hot-ſpirited Men, 
is as a-Sword:1n the Hand: of a Furious: Perſon, who 
firiketh.on allfides,/- and: fparech neither” Friend' nor 
Fae, except to-arHairs breadth they come up-to what 
they 'would have them. + 1 +11! | eat 
How:Brave. and Generous Champions. of the Church 
are theſe; the Hononr- and Ornament thereof 2 with 
how mach-Credit do. 'they Promate and Maintain that 
Cauſe? Revilings,'; ſnjuries/and Falſe Afperfions 'are 
their Weapons z in their whole Carriage: they be very 
Angry, yet without any Ground but their own Temper, 
which maſt needsbe very Cholerick: Again(t ſuch: So/o- 
2201 gives a neceſſary Warning, Maks no Friendſhip with 
an Angry (Man, and with a_ Furious: Man thou: ſhalt n9t go : 
Bat in this World we ſometimes meet with: that kind 
of Company, as  there- is now an Inftance in the Caſe. 
L am fare ſuch an Unhandſome and Uncharitable Car- 
riage, cannot be juſtified either by Goſpel or :Law, no 
not 


Thirtieth of Fanaary, and Twenty ninth of May. 
not that of the Land 3 but them'we leave'to'their Com-. 
petent Judges, who are or 'certainly ought'to be con- 
cerned in ſuch loud- NMifcarrtages, and to the Judge of 


the whole Earth, who hath appointed"a day in the which ag; 1 41. 


he: will Judge the Wark in © Righteouſneſs, "by that Min 
whom 'he hath ordained  and*he is no'-Excepter* of 
Perfons. | | pat ac gs 

Bat we muſt 'examine what is written againſt the 
Obſervations, and ſo ſhall by the Grace of God begin 
with the Title' Page; which ts {6 ſtaffed and - filled up; 
- that' the Pamphlerſhonld' be very-bulky; If it held # 
Proportion: with the Titles but *s like that fort''of 
Trees that have ' more Bark than Body: ' So that take 
away the Abnſive' Language and Nonfence, it will re- 
main' very Ernpty «s And as we afl (as our” Bleſſed: S4- 
vicur faith) ſhall be Judged and Condemned by our 
Words, fo 1 ſhall make aſe of the Author's own'Words, 
for he pats them into my Month. His Title ts, The Re- 
former Rackd - A Man who fo much pretends to the 
Law; would 'bring / in a thing 'which the Law of the 
Land doth not admit ofs but FyrannicaF Spirits carr 
find no bounds to'their Cruelties, he brings in'a Patient, 
that's the Reformer, the af Rackivg';' he 'maſt give us 
leave to find out the Agent, and' that's himſelf which he 
cannot deny: To'Rzck and pit” Meri'to'the Forte, 
is the Office of the Hatig-iman; and'whoſvever'pats'Men 
tothe Rack,;' doth'a& the part of the Exectitioner, 'wh&! 
is ever paid before-hand when Hte-is tb\do Execution 
whether onr Man hath his Fee, fome good Preferment: 
already; or whether he-intends to deſerve it or more, 
we do not therem concern'onr felves: However hke 
another Demretrize, he makes + Famltuots Norſe for 


his Dzar4, which is no more"in Danger than was thar &®* 19-- 


of Epbeſw Here is ore Man who would'extort things;' 
and-force' out that which is not, for the Violence of 
the Torment, makes ſometimes Men fay that which is 

| . not 


A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 

not true, ' nor. was ever intended 3 ſo Men may find 
wy Writing hath been put to- the Rack : . The very 
name of Racks and Tortures. ſound very ill in the Ear 
of a Troe Chriftian':-+ We read of- thoſe that ' were Tor- 


Hcb.11.3536. twred, and. had+trial of cruel Mockgngs and Sconrgings , 


of. Bonds- and Impriſonment: This very ſame, England 
hath cauſe to remember, when it was in the Power of 
ſuch Men.as our Adverſary to Perſecute their Brethren : 
But theſe things of new Date and;/freſh Memory we 
leave off, by the by to mention things of an older hands 
iog3 thus Fob Has, Ferom of 'Prague, and Thouſands 

more of Faithful Witneſſes wereRack'd-to Death ; our 
Wickliff, Forty one Years after his Death, his Bones 
were taken out of his Grave, and were Rack'd as far 
as. they were capable of :;And I am apt: to believe upon 
good ground, , that if Calviz, and others of the firſt-in- 


” ſ{trumevts of Reformation (for indeed-God: was the Re- 


. - Rev. I9; 6. 


+ Luke 6.45. and ſaith well, Out of tbe, 
; Matr. 12. 35. 


former) were now alive, and ſhould fall into the Hands 
of our Backers, they would have Rack'd them to the 
Purpoſe 3- they would nat have. been. better uſed than 
if they had been in the Hands of the Romiſh Inquiſition 3 
it .chey: had, not:been; Burg'd, they /had- at leaft been 
Hang'd : ..Oh ſach.. Spirits, ſuch Principles, Diſpoſitions 
and © Cruel Pradiſes.,: ſhould: be. left. for. the Whore 
Drunken with .che Blood of . Martyrs: | What, kind of 
Hearts. do. ſome, Men, diſcover to, be.in'them, | as -if 
efſed. with. Rage 12nd Fury 2, Oar: Bleſſed, Saviour 
Abundance of the Heart the Mouth 
ſpeaks: Cruel Men, and Tyrants Brains, are ſo full of 
Idea's. of Torment, Tortures, Racks, Fire and-Sward, 
that they can hardly think or ſpeak of-any thing elle. 
Now we muſt come to the Patient :.. The Rack is'not 


for thoſe who Deform, ,but for the Reformer : . Doth 


not this here juſtifie what 1 faid in my Obſervations, 
how there are ſome who hate not only the thing, but 
allo .the very Name: of .Reformation:, Reformed and 

| Refortvers ; 


Thirticth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 
Reformer, for this is pointed at as an Odious Name, 
and as a common . Enemy to his Party, though it be a 


Scripture word which ſpeaketh of a time of Reformation «3:2 9. 10. 


Some of them are bred with an Hatred of Godlineſs, 
and of the Profcfiors thereof: We have too many of 
thoſe who hate Reformation in Dof&rine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, in the Heart which 1s moſt ncceſlary, and in 
Manners and Converſation ; Thas they will ſay, What 


need we Reformation > We are Whole and ſo need no Luke g. 31,32. 


Phyſician, We are Righteous and ſo no need of Repen- 
- tance: Let us ſee what a CharaGer God gives, and con- 
ſequently what will be the Doom of thoſe who hate 


Reformation, But to the Ungodly, ſaith God, Why doſt *'ls j8GUh 


thou preach my Laws, and takeſt my Covenant in thy Mouth, 
whereas thou hateſt to be Reformed 

Bat to the purpoſe of our Reformation here, I muj 
not omit mentioning, how a Parliament being holden 
in the Thirteenth Year of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, ſome 
Prelates and others were ſent from the Convocation- 
houſe, to Exhibit her a Subſidy according to Cuſtom : 
The Queen took occaſion to ſpeak well and favourably 
of the Good of Chriſt's Church, affirming , ſhe had 
heard of many things in the Church which *"twas ne- 
ceflary ſhould be Reformed, and which if ſhe came but 
to underſtand, ſhe would not give ſleep to her Eyes 
till ſhe ſet up Reformation, and would never give over 
till ſhe had done it indeed : And if they, being the 
Eyes, would not reveal the Truth, let the Blame and 
Blood be upon them. But they, inſtead of anſwering 


ſo Good and Pious a Motion, for a Work ſo worthy of. 


ſo Excellent a Princeſs, put a falſe Gloſs upon things, 
diſguiſed the Matter, and faid Omnia Bene , all was 
well: And thus they put a ſtop to that which was their 
Duty to have promoted 3 thus ever the Church of 
Rome was afraid, and hated to hear of Reformation in 


| Head and Members, ſo loath are all Worldlings to part 
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A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
with any thing of their Pomp, Pride, Power and Plea- 
ſures: However we muſt know that the beſt Kings of 
Jadah were the Refortmers, and: that Reformation was 
not the Work of one. day or of one Man, but was 
wrought by degrees and at feverzl times; and as no- 
thing in this World is ſo perfe&, but that at one time. 
or other Abuſes happen to creep in, ſo 'tis the Duty 
of thoſe that are concerned, to fee Abuſes Reformed :. - 
And if God had not, been pleaſed to infuſe that good 
Spirit of Reformation into the Hearts of ſome Princes, 
and of Pijous and Learned Men, we had till continued 
in the Darkneſs, Ignorance, Idolatry and Superſtition 
of Popery 3 and fome Men in the World are little 
Thankfal for ſo great a Mercy which ſo many of our 
Predeceflors ſealed with their Blood and Lives, yet to 
many Reformation is. a Nolz me tangere, come not near, 
why? becauſe they. love themſelves.,. their Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, more than the Glory of God and the Good 
of his Chorch, if they can but quietly enjoy them 3. 
that's their chief Deſire m this World, with Peter ſaying, 
Ts good for ws to be here , but they no more than he at 
fhat time, 4zow what they ſay, when they talk as it - 
there was no need of Reformation 3 would to God it 
was true, btit there is a great need of it (as it bath been 
proved at ſeveral times) and now as much as ever, as 
upon. occaſion it may plainly be demonſtrated : It is 
ftrange, yet too. true, that a- Name which ought ſo 
fweetly to ſound in the Ears of trae Chriſtians, ſhould 
in the Ears of ſome ſtrike a kind of Horror and a Ha-.. 
tred in their Hearts 3 may be they are poſſeſſed with 
the Phariſaical and Popiſh Opinion of a: PerfeQion in 
this Life. | | | 

We read how hainouſly a Pope took it, when one 
day a Miniſter of the Emperor Charles the Fifth ſpeaking; 
againſt transferring the Council of Trert. to another 


place, made ule of the word. to Proteſt, becauſe thoſe 


who 
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who in Germany withdrew from him had before uſed it ; 
but ?tis a ſad caſe, 'that Antichriſt ſhould be1mitated 
by ſome who-pretend to be fallen out with him-:; Tis 
true they agree about the gronnd, and they all have 
- the ſame Reaſons, namely their Intereſt; -O that In- 
tereſt, the God of this Wicked World -3 there is at this 
time too \much cauſe to repeat St. Paul's Complaint, Phil. 2. 21. 
how moſt, if not all, care for themſelves, lore this preſent 
World, but few care for the things of God : Can any 
one deny the great and general Apoſtafie in theſe late 
Times, from the Power and Practiſe of Godlineſs 2 Can 
any one deny the Corruptionthat is in.the SanfQuary as 
well as in other Bodies of the Nation? And that bad 
Examples and ill Rules too, come from 'whence we 
Might look for better ones. 

Ata Diet at Worms, where Luther appeared before 
:Charles the Fifth, his ProteQor the Ele&or of Saxony 
-asked Eraſmus, then in the ſame publick Room, what 
he thought of Lxther's Books 3 he:in his jeſting way faid, 
Lather was to blame: The Prince replied, Wherein ? 
Becaule, faid Eraſarxs, he hath meddled with two very 
Nice and \Davgerous Things, namely, :the Pope's Mitre, 
and the Prieſts Bel; if that had beenet alone, ſaid 
he, a way of Accommodation might have been fountl 
out. Thus if Reformation would not be extended 
upan the ,Power, Juriſdiction and Authority of our 
Churches Heads and Governours, ani the FatLivings, 
and a more [£qual Diſtribution - of Church-Preferments 
and Incoms., and a bringing in a laborious Preaching 
and Praying, and well-living Miniſtry, which flow Bellies 
and. lazy'Labourers do not Hike. (this, let:it 'be-ſpoken 
with relation only to ſome) then Propoſals about Re- 
formation might happen to meet with'-a )better Re- : 
ception. *'Tis a fad caſe when they would make Men 
aſhamed for ſpeaking Scripture-Phraſe as Predeſtinatioz, 
Presbytery and now Reformation; iti ſeems if one would 
C 2 ſpeak 


A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
ſpeak to them the Language of the Beaſt, they conld 
better underſtand it. | | 

But why ſhould I any longer ſtand upon fo copious 
a Matter; which affords ſo much of Confideration, into 
which a thinking Man may ſee very far, things being 
ſo palpable and viſible to an unprejudiced Eye 2 And 
there may be an occaſion in the Continuation of my 
Diſcourſe to take notice of it, and to own, that though 
Reformation be ſome Mens Averſion, yet there is a 
Juſt Neceſſity for it, as in feveral Inſtances and Partt- 
culars it may eaſily be made to appear. Thus much 
for the poor Rack'd Reformer, whoſe Limbs muſt need, 
after this Terrible Execution, be quite broken, or at 
leaſt wholly out of Joynt. 

To return to our Racker, whoſe Head runs fo much 
upon Martyrs and Conteſlors (which we may interpret 
King Charles Martyr for Hierarchy , and the late King 
James Confeſlor for 'Popery) that he can hardly, fave 
111 Language, ſpeak any thing elſe: When he talks of 
the Reformer's Confeſſion, to which we might ſay, What, 
of Faith or of Fa& 2 He hath done well to explain him- 
ſelf, Or Obſervations conſidered, for we are ſo dull, as 
not well to apprehend things at the firſt ſight; yet we 
know what we muſt expe&t, for in the very Title he 
declares his Writing to be a RefleGion, taken, as I con- 
ceive, in a bad Sence, for 'tis an Invective, but he faith 
'tis a brief one, for one long-breathed, as he is in ſach 
Matters, and nothing elſe, but a Refledtion: . Well, re- 
fle&, bat I will not ſay, and be refle&ted upon, for we 
bave not ſo learned Chriſt. 

To which is added a new Diſcovery of Old England: 
A new Coat made of an old Cloak 3 whilſt we could 
wilh theſe Old Things to be made away and buried m 
Oblivion, they would daily revive, to what good pur- 
poſe I cannot ſeez he declares himſelf to be an Addz- 
tioner ;, if it was only to Titles of Books, one would not 


mind 


 Thirtiethof January and Twenty ninth of May. 
(mind it 5 but Additions to Inſtitutions and Ordinances 
'of Chriſt we muſt not admit of, and that's one of our 
_ greateſt Complaints that they do jt. The Authority 
of his Quotation with the two Greek half words 
'E:x. Bzo. Is Apocripha to us 3 I never ſaid any thing that 
may give Offence, relating to the Perſon which the 
words quoted, are by ſome attributed to; neither will 
I concern my {elf whether or not he be the Author of 
it, *tis but a Diſpute De /ana Caprina, abont a Trifle, 
whereby old Grudges are revived, which indeed 1 am 
very ſorry to ſee, and wiſh Men would once for all leave 
off theſe things. 

Before I proceed farther, I declare I would never in 
this way have medled with theſe Matters without a 
very Juſt Cauſe 3 but who can forbear, after the high 
and continual Provocations they give us; they kill Men, 
yet would not have them to cry out Murther ; let them 
hold their Hand and Tongue, and we ſhall ſtop our 
Mouth: Here in one reſpe& they would uſe us worſe 
than the Damned ſhall be in Hell amidſt their Tormeats ; 
leave ſhall be given them to Complain, but they would 
deprive us of it 3 as long as they ſtill follow that Trade, 
and yearly Preach and Print ſuch Paſſionate, Violent, 
Uncharitable and Seditious Sermons, they muſt look 
for Returns, and expe& that one or other will anſwer 
them: They are not content to do amiſs in that, but 
alſo for want of Reaſons, they vindicate it with Slan- 
ders and Injuries: Who would ever have thought, 
that one of them, may be, after Racking of his Brains 
to find out a Title for a Pamphlet, would make choice 
of a Metaphor drawa from the Office of a Hangman, 
who is a Man of Blood, applied perhaps: to a Clergy- 
man, of whom the Saying is, Eccleſia non novit Sangui- 
nem , The Church meddleth not with Matters of 
Blood. 


My 
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-glous part of keeping:thoſe days. 


{/ Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
My Deſign was to ſpeak againſt a PcaQtiſe which 1 
not only take ro be Unlawful, bat alſo attended with 
Dangerous Coniequences: The occaſion of that Deſign - 


was given, by ſo many Bitter and Violent Sermons '/pu- 


bliſhed every Year: I gave my Reaſons againſt thoſe 
Anniverſaries, and I anſwered what I hear and read to 
be ſpoken for it, and proceeded to ſome of the near 
and remote Cauſes of ſuch Abuſesz and as this keeping 
of ſuch Days is a Ceremony, ſo *tis Obvious from thar 
Species to proceed to. the Genas, and to go up to the 
Spring whence that Stream is derived 3 fo that effeQu. 
ally to ſay ſomething againft that Ceremony 1n parti- 
cular, it was'very proper to ſpeak ſomewhat about 


-Ceremonies 1n general, though 'the former was the 
immediate ſubje& of my Book : Hence 1 deduce this 


Argument, that if no Ceremony of that kind in general 
ought to beantroduced into the Worſhip of God, con- 
ſequently this keeping of a Holy-day muſt not 'be ad- 
mitted'into 'the Charchs and at the very beginning 1 
declared I would nor infift apon the Civil but the Reli- 
Now any Ingenious 
Man that had been diſfatisfied with my Notions, if he 


had had a mind'to meddie, would have gone about to 
convince me with Reaſons and Arguments that I am un 


the Wrong 3 but the Author of the Pamphlet againſt 
xny Obſervations, as if jin -him had been a S8tore-houſe 
-of Bombs, Granadoes 'and Carcafles, :and whatſoever 
.el{e'is more'Combuftible, took Firez and from the.be- 
;ginning doth as good asfay , 1'will hear none of your 
Arguments, you-are.a Rogue and a Raſcal, I would 
Stab'you ifi could 'z and the Hand that ſtrikes being 
Inviſible, be carſethric and bites the Stone. Gad knows/l 
had-noiother End :or-lntereſt, 'but to bear record for 
'che-Trath. © -/ 

In anſwer to him, we ſhall, by the Grace of God, 
firſt of all :take notice of his Phraſes, how Prettily , 
bs Wittily, 


himſelf ;. afterwards we ſhall proceed to ſome material 
things 5 thoſe we ſhall divide into ſeveral Claſles, the 
firſt ſhall be about his mean and unbecoming Language, 
having from the very beginning ſung his Triumph over 
his A»tagonift, as he calls him, whom he affiemeth za be 
ſure to be ms" hn for his Pains ;, for proof thereof, he 
ſends us to Lincolns: Inn: Fields, where we do not trifle 
our time, as may be he doth his among(t the Moab : 
Methinks., faith he, they might have learned from the 
Wreſtling of Lincolns-Inn-Fields, Page 2. Much to be 


learned there indeed. He fpeaks of the Levitical Au- 


2ew, a proper mixture of Scripture, and Heatheniſh 
Fables, ib:4. In his Poſtſcript- Advertiſement he (peaks 


of Afaſſenes, which name doth belong to himſelf, for | | 


he ſfatth, the Author of the Reproachful Obſervations de- 
ſerves the deepe# Stab from a Poyniarding z a word of 
his own coiningz Scxrrifity, a rare piece of Rhetorick, 
Page 3. And it 5s pity, faith he of another, but he had 


his Teeth and Brains daſhed ont of his Head, Page 16... 


O excellent Frame of a Chriſtian: He to-ſhew himſelf 
more and- more to have the Nature and Office of the 


Execntioner, talks of Flawe and Swozk in Palace-yard, 


Page 4. Formerly it might have been ſo, and would be 
ſo ſtill, but I thank God we live in better Tunes, and 
are not under his Power. In another place he talks of 
Ropes, Page 17. and of a Gallows, Page 34. all theſe 
imell of a Hangman; alas if we were in- his Power, he 
would kill us-all-with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs. Elſewhere 


he talks of Sacred Aſhes to Caper in the Air, and of Bage-. 


pipes and Fynes, P. 5. Surely we ſhall not fay to him as 


Feſiis did to Paul, Much Learning makes thee Mad; nei- 38 26. 24.- 


ther are we afraid of his Blocks, Halters, Gibbets, P. 18. 
The fecond Claflis is about his Immodeſt and Unclean 
Language, The Impudenteſt Crack: Brothcl-houſe-Pander, 7s 
able to match Pimping and Proſtitution with her-: It h the 
| awds 


Thirtieth of January, and Twenty ninth of May,” 15 
Wittily , Jadictouſly and Chriſtian-tike, he exprefles 


FP 


Italians ſay, 
La lingua va 
dove duole la 
b1ccas 

One doth 
ſcratch where 
it 1iches him. 


Eph. 5. 344. 
& ch, 4. 29. 


A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
Bawads own Fealoufie that makes ber cry Whore firſt, P. 20. 
And in another place, After this rate a Ladies Beanty 
muſt not be commended, leait he twit us with Romiſh Ado- 
ration 5 whereas no queſtion but the Flattering Letcher could 
Snuggle up a Buxone Siſter with his Holy Kiſſes, and Vow 
his cloſer Imbraces and Debauch, &c. p. 20. Theſe Lines 
of his do much edifie a Reader; one who hath the Fear 
of God can but nau{ſeate, wherefore there we leave it 
off: Hath the Man never read what St. Paxl-faith, 
But Fornication and all Oncleanneſs , lei it not be once 
named amones$t yon as beccmeth Saints, neither Filthineſs 
or Fooliſh Talking zor Jeſting, which are not convenient, 
but giving of Thanks 5 and let no corrupt Communication 
proceed out of your Month. 

The third is concerning his Ridiculous Language, as 
thus, His Living may be his Delphos, and his Pluralities 
his Tripos, p. g. Countries tolly Polly, hoite cum toite,p.1 4. 
Swing- a Swang-a, P. 32. The Story of the Cock and the 
Glaſs, ibid. He ſhonld have faid of a Cock and a Bull. 
Their whole Service 7s fea like Beef, and larded like 
Bacon, p. 23. Maſtiffs. of Law aud Divinity, p. 25. Dick 
the Butcher : Run the rick of a dozen broken Heads : Their 
Bear-Garden Adventures, and the Ho goz Hoggiſh and 
Naſty Reformation, p. 2, 3. His Diſſenterſhip has not beer: 
the Subjett of one Oxford Feſt and Laughter yet, p. 14. 
What? is Oxford Famous for Jeſting and Laughing ? 
Or do they Jeſt or Laugh any way different from what 
is done in other places? He ought to be aſhamed to 
give ſuch a CharaQer of a Famous Univerſity, of Jeſting 
and Laughing at Serious things 3 he thereby ditcovers 
himſelf to be an Oxford Scholar , ſo he would make 
himſelf the Repreſentative of the whole Univerſity, the 
Scum whereof he muſt needs be, and he would have us 
to take his Scurrilous Language to be the Sence of the 
Famous Univerſity of Oxford ; ſuch a Plant is of no 
&redit and Honour to the Univerſity, no more than to 
the 
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the Church. Another Expreſſion of his is, Tartivee 
Who-o-0-up, p. 42. other words he hath, as CHOIR 
Cargo, p. 19. Qwerpo, p. 10. Capricios, Þ. 13. Lurdans, 
P- 11, Rhodomantade Heaven, Sancha Pancha, He hath 
read Doz 2#ixot, or heard of him, ſo no Wonder if he 
hath ſach Romantical Extaſies and fo right Notions of 
things ; once at leaſt let him ſpeak as a Chriſtian : His 
whole Pamphlet is nothing elſe but a Mixture of Bedlam 
and Bilingſgate Language, which puts a Man to a ſtand 
whether to Laugh ar or to Pity him, for certainly in his 
Brain, as well as in his Heart, things are oat of order, 
he acts the part of an Inſipid Buffoon apon the Stage, 
his Notions and Expreſſions are ſo much unbecoming a 
Serious Matter. 

The next is, his Scurrilons Reviling and Slandering 
Language, as 4 Fool-hardy Fellow, p. 2. Fanaticks, Pp. 4. 
But thoſe who make the Word of God the Rule of their 
Faith, of their Life and Converſation, and of Go 
Worſhip, are no Fanaticks 3 they are fuch who follow 
their owa Inventions and Fancies, Schiſmatical-Squeak, , 
P- 5. 1antony-Pig-Iſraelite, p. 5. all one to him a Pig 
and an 1ſraelite : Presbyterian Scriblers, p. 11. Myrmi- 
dons or Emmets of Presbytery, p. 12. Reveries and Enthu- 
feaſtick Conuulſions, p. 6. Banditi, Raparies of Religion , 
P- 12. the Predeceſſors of his Jack-Catch- Kidney. And 
there is much more Bumbaſt P. 5. Singular Chymera's, 
Subtile Maggoticiſm, Zealous Phrenſies or Whimſies, p. 13. 
the Presbyterian Cant, hr Folly, Spleen of Malice, 
Billing ſgate Scold and Railery, p. 3. Here indeed, to 
make uſe of his own words, he calls Whore firſt; I leave 
any Impartial Reader to judge, whether I ſaid any 
thing that may be called Scold and Railery, bur 'tis all 
one to him, whether or not [ have faid it, he magiſte- 
rially will haveit to be ſoz bat why ſhould I anylonger 
trouble my ſelf with quoting ſach Speeches of his, his 
Pamphlet is wholly ſtuffed with it: Theſe and more 

D things 
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r$ A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations nyo the 
Plal, 50. 21+ #hizgs hath he ſaid and doe, bnt faith God, 7 will re> 
prove thee, and ſet them in order before thine Eyes. 
He is-n3t eontent with | this, but ikea Furious Man 
ſtrikes 'on ali fides abroad #5 well as at home 3 Geneve 
Rant, p.'3.' the Scotch Bloquence, p. 51" the Brawlers of 
Amſterdam Cut, p. 10. he Dutchifres, p. 25. So he pro- 
claims War, and ſets at Defiance all the World, except 
the Dear Siſter Poperyz he fſpareth not that which 15 
moſt Honourable amongſt ns, when he ſaith, the Waggiſh 
Facks were at that time mightily taken with the Pun, Burn it, 
Barn it - He knows well enough in what place this was 
{aid, ſo ſhould not be wanting in his Relpect 5 but he 
_ would nor loſe his Jeſt, let it coſt what it will, P. 4. He 
is not content with all this, his Sweet Language he turns 
apon a more' Honeſt Man than- himſelf ſeems to be , 
Mr. S:----#s, who - hath fet his Name to what he ſaid; 
Page 7, 8. then upon Mr. Dan. B----s, whom he uſes 
alike Page 11 and 25. "And in the next' Page he, with- 
out any ground, brings1n and falls foul upon Mr. Pay---es, 
whom he calls '« Stute - Prophet, «a Chimney Angur, muſt 
foretell a ſmoaking Diſaſter. BPnonſque 2 How tar ? How 
long? Shall there be no end of all this? Here lies the 
Sorez any one-who faid or ated any thing in the late 
Happy Revolution he cannot endure; FJacobitiſzz and- 
Popery are his Darlings : Let him remember who Slan- 
derers and” Falſe Accuſers are, they are Devils - By 
&ardbract, St. Paul *twas foretold, how i» the laſt days Men,amonypſt 
FT other evil things, mold be Falſe Accnſers, Devils is the 
Tic 2. 3 word of the Original 5 and the ſame [peaking how Old 
John 8, Women ought to be in their Behaviour not falſe Arcuſers, 
not Devils : Here is a great name purchaſed God knows. 
at what rate, let thoſe who do, ſeriouſly think upon it : 
The Devil is a Liar from the beginning, and the Father 
of Lies, and they areihis Children who take pleaſure in 
r&Ning Lies. | | 


But 
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Bat. we - muſt come toi fome | Inftances / of his Impious' 
and Prophane Language, Braying iz | Predeſtinarian Ec- 
ſtakes for: Whining Ragtnres + I take: no notice of P. 5. 
Prozidence boiſing the Satts-- canvinced our Statifks that he 
4s.predeſtinated neither to be'Dromued non ta be Banged, 
P34 where he addeth, 16 js pleaſavt pleading a, Divive 
or Eternal: Decree foy au Exemption: Here ts another, 
Preach Mince-Pies and Cuſt ards ta bis Babes of Inſallible 
race, p. 24. They uſe to Reprobate "whatſoever me Ele, 
PÞ- 42. lzigos Lanthorns ſqueekivg; 1t is not fo, iz a Di/- 
pute. with bis Puppet in. a Barthalomew- Fair, away be a 
very ſatis faFory and deciſfue Anſmer to a Diſcourſe of Seri 
pare, p. 8. His Gods mighty intimate and Chrony, or Ele- 
Gion, HuckSter to his cullied Diſciples, p. 11. to trick ant 
bilk God's waking Vengeance, as 4 cullied Coach man is 
ſometimes ſerved 5 what an magenious Compariſon? p. 2. 
how high:doth he rife, and how faon; and: low doth he 
fall > Let us ſuppoſe for Example, the word'Egg in a Text 
of Scripture, the Presbyterian would interpret it aw Hew-egg 
or Goaſe-egg, p. 26+ Is this to ridicule the Word of God? 
And, in another place ſqueeze ae ito Deathiand Reproba- 
tion, P. 24. and eine 07 our Saviour, Pp.'930!' Fit 
I am weary and fick- of theſe ' evil:things3 »whos that 
True Chriftian which will not be moved wnh ſuch'de- 
teſtable. Prophanations, /as iff we were/allowed'to Jeſt 
with God.,” and. Mock at his: Works and Attributes? 
Thus he Jeſts at Holy things, Providence; 'Grade;Decrees, 
Predeftination, EleQtion, Reprobition 5a witer Mari 


than he ſaid long ago, Fools make a Mock at Six + He Prov. 14. 9. 


muſt give us leave to- offer him a Looking-gtals/ to fee 
himſelf.in, and theſe Rhetorical Speeches of -his :! 1 1et 
all the reſt go, but this; ebis deſerveththe Laſh 5 What 
will became of Religion, if thefe things age allowed-of, 
and faffered. to go unpuniſhed 2 If Mezn'do: not punifl 


It God, will, for our Blefſed Saviour faith, We ſha} give \,.. 6. 


an acconrt. of every Idlewerd in the Day of Juctement. How 
D 2 many 


Col. 4. 6. 


Prov. 10, 18. 
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A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
many Idle and Evil Words is this Man accountable for ? 
There are ſtrange Diſpoſitions in the World, the Bee 
makes Honey out of every Flower, but the Spider turns 
every thing into Poiſon : This Man ſeems never to have 
read what St. Paul faith, Let your Speech be alway with 
Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that ye may know how ye ought 
to anſwer every Mans not with Revilings, Injuries and 
Slanders3 for if we muſt believe Solomon, He is no Wiſe 
Man that uttereth a Slander. ; 
Paſſionate Expreſſions and Injurions Language, argue 
an ill and a boiſterous Temper, God was not in the great 
and ſtrong Wind, 'nor in the Earth-quake, nor in the 


1 Khags 19.11, Fire, but in the ſti/ {wall Voice : But Satan was in the 


great Wind, as we read in the Book of Job - High, blu- 
ſtering and violent Spirits, often do themſelves and 
others Harm, but never no Good : But however Un- 
handſomly and Uncharitably they ' behave themſelves 
againſt their Neighbour, let them have a care how they 


_ As 5. 39,4% meddle with. God : This very Confideration ftopt the 


Rage and Malice of the Jews'; ſurely they who thereby 
will not be-wrought upon, maſt needs be 'worſe than 
they were. | ' | 
+. Now: this Rubbiſh and Dung being laid out of the 
. way, we muſt come to ſomething elſe ; all his Spirits he 
hath ſpent in Ranting,  Huffing 'and HeQoring, bare 
words, nothing befides, but we are not afraid of words; 
when he-Reviles he [peaks his own Language, but we 
have not learned it 3 he ſometimes ſpeaks in ſuch a 
Strain as none but himſelf can underſtand, and I much 
doubt whether he underſtands every thing he faith: I 
expected ſuch a Man would fairly have refuted” my Ar- 
guments, and oppoſed my Reaſons, which are' ſtill in 
force, his rough Wind could not blow them off : As to 
the Solid Part he hath given his Cauſe for loſt: Ithought 
In things of this nature, he would have made ufe of 
Scripture, the only Judge in ſuch Matters, to have ſhewed 
I am 


Thirteth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 
I am in a Miſtake and in an Error 3 but I perceive the 
Word of God is to him an unknown Land which he 
hath not travelled into, except upon Mount Ebal to learn Deut.tr. 29. 
to thunder Curſes ; he draws nothing out of Scripture, 
but inſtead of it borroweth much out of Fables and 
Stories, but with us upon ſach an account that's no cur 
rant Money 3 and doth he think we are ſo Credulons, 
as to take his bare word with a Magiſter dixitz it once 
we give over Rambling, and come to cloſe in the Solid 
part, he is no Dangerous Adverſary, Periculum fiat, we 
ſhall ſoon try by the Grace of God ; but he, inſtead of 
anſwering any Reaſons, flies off, and ſtarts afide like a 
| broken Bow 3 he falls upon a general Accuſation of Re- 
formers and Reformation 3 he ought firſt to have an- 
ſwered my Charge,and then brought in his; his manner 
of Proceeding wakes me call it Charge, though I 1n- 
tended nothing elſe, but in the Spirit of NMeekneſs, to- 
repreſent the Neceſlity of laying afide thoſe things that 
prove a Stumbling-block and hinder Union and Recon- 
ciltation In the Land. 
' His Fit is long and dangerous, for it holds him from 
the beginning to the latter end' of his Pamphlet, as any | 
one that will give himſelf the trouble to- perule it ſhall | | 2 
finds in ſome of the firſt Leaves after his Vaporing and 
Threatning, the Smatterers in: Controverſie, whoſe Con- 
dition muſt needs be deſperate, ſeeing they can or are 
likely to have no hope to eſcape the Laſh: and Baffle of a 
Church of England Pez, which can do them no harm, as 
Jong as tt is in ſach Hands as his z however he muſt ſing 
high Acchievements, how oftex the Now Cor's Chow often 
, Nonfence) have beer encountred by our Irrefragable Clergy, 
and beaten toDuſt; he means ſo, but 2x4 genus aut 
proavi ant que non fecinws ipſt---Vix ea noſtra voco. There 
fore do not attribute to your felt the Exploits of thoſe- 
Invincible Predeceſlorsz however let metell you, that 
all other Reaſons to conyince were ſhort and: deficient, 


the 
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_ the ſtrongeſt Weapons, for want of better, were made 
aſe of at laſt. with a Witneſs; it you will not be can- 
viaced, believe and. do as we would have you, we ſhall 
beat it into your Brains, or daſh, them out of your Head 5 
and. what our Reaſon, fuch as 1t.is, cannot do,. the Can- 
nan ſhall; therefore you doughty Antagoniſt,  Faol-hardy 
Fellow, fling off the. Belt, on thou ſhalt come off with the 
Foil, and throws out in the Sixuggle. Taere is indeed 
cauſe to-fear this great Diſputant, wha hath fougd.out 
anew way of deciding Controverſies, namely, with- his 
ill Language to Heftor Men out of their Principles; he 
may Bark, but cannot Bite nor Faſten, for his Tzeth are 
brokez however heloves to talk of Bears, Lyons Whelps, 
Foxes Gubs,, Hogs, which he: makes Adje&ives to Refor- 
mation, 2- fair Jewel for ſich a Ring; ris pity theſe 
Gereva Rauts, or AEtnean Eruptions and Diſtrations as 
home (whereby he means he is Diſtracted within him- 
ſelf) ſhould trouble his Heart and Head ſo much, for 
Veixatne taties, ſatth he, to. fome Tempers thoſe Vapars 
of the Lake Lemay, the Exhalations of Mount Ava, 
are very Dangerous; 'wherefore to caſe himſelf, he muſt 
now, hike Mount Veſavias, break out, not into two words 
of Juuyeral, Nurzquanmne reponam, but wato a Roaring 
Naive and Emiſſion of Smoak, Flames, Cinders and 
Stages : After this Evacuation aur Paliphemas will lome+- 
what be at eaſe 5 but, what muſt one look for, that ſtirs, 
up theſe Humones > What can be expected from am in- 
'Juxed Loyaliſt, *tis a Fault in the: Printer, for he meaned 
Layoliff,, for we know hina, by his Spirit to be: a Son of 
Father [gnatizs, and if we doubt of it, bere is the Proofs: 
he is. known by, his Langnage, a difturbed Privade, this 
1s Layola's Motherly Tongue, for he was a: Spaniard, and 
-moreand mare to juſtific his Genealogy, in his Father's 
Dialect he ſpeaks. of Stabbing. and: Pojrriarding, not only 
piivate Men, but alſo Kings have ina manner been made: 
away by that Genenatian of Vipers. ol 

| 11s 


Thirneth of January, and Twenty ninth of May. 

This Stuff is contained in his firſt, ſecond and third 
Pages, but for variety ſake we ſhall ſee ſome change in 
the Scene, a Sweat abates the hot Fit, and at laſt Tears 
allay the Fume, for « juſt yearly Tribute of ſtreaming 
Tears 11mſt be paid to the Memory, &c. yet the hot Fit is 
not off, for in the next Page 4. Revenge and Tears mnſt 
burſt from his compaſſionate ant wexed Soul : This Soul 
of his, no. doubt, (iffers under theſe two Paſſions bf 
Vengeance and Sorrow, which makes him look upon 
things with a Multiplying-glaſs, for he fancies to ſee a 
hundred things where others ſee but one ; for m the 
fame Page his Imagination repreſents unto him Mines 
fall of Powder, and Fire to kindle it, to blow np Mitres 
and a thomſard Churches, jaſt fo many and no more: But 
I doubt the Fault of this Multiplication of Objefs doth 
lye in his Organ more than in the Glaſs: However, 
after theſe Streams of Tears, we muſt ſzwrely Dance In- 
tentionally to the Tune of Tings and Twangs of claſhing De- 
ftruF3ion, Only I find he likes not the Maſtcian nor the 
Inſtrament, Fack, Presbyter's Merry Bag-pipe, nor the 
Maſick 3 ſor, ſaith he, they world fing 13 2 joyful elevated 
Venite Exultemus inſtead of a Sobbing Air, ſad Obit - 
And no other certainty of or ground for this Elegant 
Diſcourſe, but *t#s Croſs and Pile, However Sir, give 
ns leave to fay, that though you deny in ſome other 


place, any thing of a Papiſt to. be in you, yorr ſpeech-Matr, 26. 73, 


bewrayeth you, you bring into the Church an Unknown 
Tongue, which you know is thrown ont : Cannot your 
ſay, Come het ws ſing unto the Lord, which every one 
may underſtand, and not Yenite exnlte-7, which is the. 
Language'of the Romiſh Beaſt» So you do give us in 
Latin: the Title of every Pſalm, Is it not as good it 
Engliſh? Except you would have it im the O:iginal 
Hebrew: I let the Obit alofe, but you know whoſe 
Language are the words Matins, Veſpers and Anthems * 
This in P. 5. . 
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In the ſame Page he makes an Elegant and Pathetick 
Deſcription of his ew fiddling Modeller, as he calls him, 
but his words are no Slanders,. with his ſaying, #his 5s 
he that would, not Slander and falily Aſperſe, as you do, 
nor Damn to the Pit of Hell thoſe that are not of his 
Mind, as you if you could: -But by Gods Grace he is 
one who hath learned to wiſh no Man no Ill, Nor #o- 
render Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, nor to think 
ones whole Drift centers wholly to Subvert thoſe things 
which he daily prays God to preſerve 3 who wiſhes for 
Reformation of Abuſes, and not for Deſtruftion ot good 
things, all for the Glory of God according to the only 
Rule of his word 5 may be you do not know how Cha- 
rity thinks no Evil, though ſometimes it ſuffers from ſuch 
Enemies to it as you are 3 we are ſurely to blame for 
bringing you to ſo ſad a Dilemma, as you cannot ſolve whe- 
ther we would throw the Church out at the Windows, or turn 
her Admirable , not ( as in our good-natured Reveries. 
and Enthuſiaſtick Conoulſions) Superſtitions Conſtitutions 
topſie-turvy, like Paſlus's PiFure of the Horſe in Lucian 
with its heels upon a Bank, p. 6. Pray Sir, give me leave 
to ask you a Queſtion, Thoſe Compariſons, do you 
bring them to prove or only to illuſtrate your Diſcourſe, 
for certainly they are a great Ornament to it? Specially 
being drawn out of fo pure a Spring as Lycian is, and 
be not angry if I ask you a ſecond Queſtion, Whether, 
may be, you do not read thoſe ſort of Vertuous Books 
more than the Holy Bible? For ſome things, beſides 
which find in the Pamphlet. do repreſent the Queſtion 
as reaſonable z for my part I humbly conceive it very 
improper in ſuch Matters as relate. to the Worſhip of 
God,. to make uſe of Lxciar and the like Authors; and 
I declareI would be very Sorry, in auy ſerious Matter, 
to admit of ſuch Impertincnt. Compariſons, 1llaſtrations, 
Enlargements and Explanations, of which. the whole 
Pamphlet is a Rapſody: I can want no Inſtance for 


What 


-Thirtzethof January and Twenty ninth of May. 
what I ſay, I do not go far, for 'tis jaſt but two Lines 
below the name of your Lycian, by you quoted more 
than once, this is it, It is a Monſtrous Imagination or 
Wonderful Fancy of his, with him all Monſters and Won- 
ders, to repreſent the Vicar and his Pariſhoners as one great 
Ticorporated Centaur: Where is here the Imagination [' 
and Fancy, in himſelf who brings a Chymera, a non ens, 
10 his word Cextanr, or in me who ſpeak of nothing but 

real Things and-Beings ? 

Our - Pampbleteer , ſaith he p. 6. for I am his as he is 

mine, hath done his Good (1d Cauſe infiaitely more Hurt 

than Good,by his Impertinent Ramble and Cebweb-reaſoning : 

Surely. I am very Happy: to be hugged and embraced 

with ſach Arms; well, if I be ſuch an one the better 

for you, if you can take Advantage of wy Sexſelefi' aud 

Breathlef-Diſcourſe, but ſometimes Men are miſtaken in 

their Notions, as of two Men fighting, one having an 

high Opinion in handling of his Weapon, is ſo intent 

upon..the 'Ruin of his Enemy, that he neglects his own 

Preſervation, and therein gives an Advantage againſt 

himſelf, laying his Body open to his Enemies Sword, 

or raſhly running upon the point of it, Let ot him that | ring; 20.11, 

girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that puts it off, 

let no Man ſing a Triomph before he hath gotten the 

Victory ; ſo let none fay he hath the better, before the 

Diſpute be ended, Habemw fatentem reums; for in your 
Poltfcript you fay , you leave it to ſome Perforrs more 

Hawk ſighted than your (elf. = 

This Extraordinary Man I would endeavour to plzaſe, 

but *tis a' hard thing, and I cannot tell how to effe& 

Iit.z I faid I believe no Anniverſary ſhould be kept for 

King Charles 3 then he flies at me, and would tear me 

to pieces if he could 3 and whenlI affirm on the other 

ſide, that the Fa# or putting him to | Death was Unlaw- 
| Ful, and Horrid Murther, &c. then for my Pains I hear 
this from him, That what I fay is D;/embling Ianuends's 
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of my GlFity, p. 6. he doth proteſs I am an ngly ſquintin 
7” mouthed Fellow 5 how fo train of Take Som 
me, well, my Mouth and Face are as God pleaſed to 
make them, therewith I muſt be content, I own tis 
better ſuch as it is, than I deferve at God's Hands 
afterwards p. 6. he doth quote my words, how T be- 
lieve God ſhewed him Mercy that the taking away of his 
Life was an ill thing, &c, This as he ſaith is as good 4s if 
r Charles, 41 had called him a Rogue and a Raſcal, and arraigned him 
for a Malefaffor : What can welay or do tothis? 
Well, as I hinted ſomething a little before, here he 
gives me a very great Advantage againſt himſelf, which 
1 muſt not loſe, for is of too. high a Concernment for 
mes he quoteth my words in Page 1, 3, 5. about the 
Fat, which chough- they- be as poſitive as can be, yet 
m his Page 43. he afftirmeth 1 ſay, The Martyr was Gwilty, 
and that Fuſtice was execnted on him : How can theſetwo 
things agree, the former words [ own, the laſt I neyer 
faid or thought : It is Matter of FaQ, and what would 
x be.ifit was upon Matter of my Life or Death ? 'Well, 
I ſhall anriddle the bufine(s, znd ſhew where the Miſtake 
fiesz Miſtake 1 call it, or Over-paſſionateneG, for I 
thank God [have for him more Charity than he hath 
for me; others would call *t a Rank Malice, but I calt 
it a Miſtake, but-a very groſs one3 for what inmy 
Book I ſay -of Juſtice executed won the Guilty, of his 
Death, that is upon his Judges, he would in his Book 
make me {peak it of King Charles 3 at this let him bluſh 
and be aſhamed : Now we may: fee who, he or1, be 
gully of Impmations as Scandalous #s Falſe, as he ex- 
preſfeth p. 443. God forgive him: And to declare ay 
Mind more mm general upon. fuch Points, T1 fy:two 
things, Fitſt, When a Man ſuffers, thongh never ſo. un- 
jaftly, yt in relation to God he: hath nothing to com- 
Pam 145.17. Plain of, for as David faith, God is Juſt in all bis Ways, 
and Holy in all ys Works. Secondly, 1fay, \the Rights” 
| ouſneſs 
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oufneſs of God ' neyer excuſeth the Wickedne(s of 


Men. 


After he hath as it were tired himſelf npon me, and 
may be 1n his Opinion made me very Sore, Black and 
Blue, he leaves me for a while, as it were to feel my 
Pains, Sertiat fe mori 3 for Variety fake, like a Famous 
Runner at Tilt, having diſabled one, he 1s ready for, 
and falls upon the next; ſo the next turn is Mr. St----2s, 


to whom'he imparts ſome of his Carefles in the ſame 


kind as to me, But the Tender Mercies of {ame are Cruel, Prov. 12. 15. 


He begins with taking notice of amch Duſt, ike a Cloud, 
beat ont of the Cuſhion at St. Mary le Bow, and doth not 
mind the Dirt and Dung of his, which he is in over 
Head and Ears; we. could ſay more it we did but fee 
him thoroughly, that Spring muſt be very Corrupt, 
whence proceed fuch ſtinking Streams, the very Breath 


whereof isſo Loathſome 3 Pray let us hear his Rhetorick 


n the Sabjet, His Sermon's, foul and falſe Aſperſtons, 
ſound more like the Accents of Rl, Eggs h ela yk 
ina Sermon, and Rotten too, / they ftink, away with it. 
I think Mr. S#---s will-fay nothing but what he can 
jaſtifie, 'bat is withall too Wiſe to trouble himſelt with 
anſwering a Giddy-braiwd Fellow, who would have 
every one elſe to Weep or Laugh when he doth, or 
elſe will be very Angry 'if they. will not: Faſt on the 
Thirtieth of Ja-ary, and Feaſt on the Twenty ninth 
of Miyz and would upon thoſe days Force Men to 
Church whether they will or not, only becaufe he goes 


himſelf: We read of one who always Laughs, and of 


another who ever Wept, this. Man would a& both parts, 
and be one day Democritaz and” on the other Herachtae. 
Others look for better grounds:than he hath to do fo z 
he: ſpeaks naworthily .of that Pexfon when he faith, 
Leave hirs to play Faſt aud: Looſe with his FunSion, per- 
haps may be his Imereſt, p. 9. This Man is very little or 
not at all acquainted'with Wiſe Solomon, for he breaks 
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many. of his Rules, one of which is this, Strive not with 
a Man without cauſe, if he hath done thee no harm : He 
is of a provoking Spirit, I would bave him give a good 
Reaſon: why he-:thinks ſuch a one 1s lead: by Intereſt and 
not by Conſcience:z-and p. 25. he declares, he is of 
Opinion that we might ſlop any of their (Nonconformiſts) 
Mouths with a Biſhoprick- 1 (hall not ſay he is miſtaken 
in-all, but.i dare ſay in ſome he 1s; this intereſted 
People are apt to judge of others by themſelves, 'but 
they: meaſuring themſelves by themſelves, and comparing 
themſelves amongſt themſelves, are not Wiſe + 'S$o'againſt 
the Rules of Prudence and Charity this Man judgeth 
raſhly of others, though our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid, 'Judge 
220t that ye be not judged : Ot David did his' Brother 
Eliab jadge nnjuſtly; when'he ſaid to him, 1 kxow thy 
Pride, and the Naughtineſs of thine Heart-: That: fame 
was a Man according to God's own ' Heart; and yet 
his Brother pretended to: ſee into and. be the Searcher: 
of his Heart, a Right which God hath reſerved for him- 
ſelf;z. when God at. that time: had+ſent him to deſtroy 
the Pb;/iftize, and be: an. Inſtrument of Deliverance to 

Iſrael; was not this a very hard and an unjuſt Cenſare,. 
and that from a Brother: To make Application of this, 

T leave it for thoſe -whom it. -may concern, 87: accuſare 

ſat eſt quis erit innocens 7: Who 'canibe Innocent, if to 

accuſe be.enough'to: make one Guilty 2: This F muſt fay,. 
the Man hath 'not” yet: learned' the Apoſtles Leſl6n', 
To ſpeak Evil of 10: Mano +At"laſtiat his parting with' 
Mr. S#----zs, he \declares : why | he is Angry with 'him, 

becauſe: he ſees 'not to, be' over: paſſionately concerned. for: 
his. K.Ch---'s' Death 3, "tis very. unreaſonable that he: 
would have' others to be ſo-becanſe he'iis;::to!! be over- 
paſſionate is chis' Quality we, know, 'but *ris/contrary ito; 
Reaſon. and Religion, 'tis'. a dangerous [Exceſs to. be 


_ avoided. 
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Seeing, as he faith, that Digreſſzon 3s pardonable in all 
the Rules of Complaiſance, we .will pardon it: Whar, 
now talk of Rules, and talk of Complaiſfance? Alas, 
Puantum mutatus 4) illo, he 1s no more the ſame Man; 
but car the Ethiopian change his Skin,. or the Leopard his 
Spots : Now he hath ſhook, hands with our Couſia-German, 
he will preſently be upon us 3; but he alſo hath a Com- 
pliment for our Elderſhip, how kind he is, I never ex- 
pected ſo much from: him, May z. pleaſe his Elderſhip, 
would it not have been rude, not to have paſſed a Compli- 
ment upon ſo near a Relation of his by the way. Sir, I thank 
you for your Love; but between the two Acts there 
muſt be an [ztermede of ſomething Comical to make 
People' Laugh, for which I refer the Reader to his 
Page 10. | | 

After the Peruſal of two or three more of his Pages, 
I begin indeed to be concerned that I am-to deal with. 
one, whom upon reaſonable grounds I look upon as 
much out of order, I ſpeak ſeriouſly and in earneſt, 
there are ſhrewd Symptoms of it , for though I would 
not mind thoſe frequent ſtrange Notions and Expreſlions 
of his, yet we muſt take notice how 7 Maximis, and 
things of the. higheſt as of the leſſer Nature, he ſtrikes 
all alike; bis Idea and Knack of things is not very com- 
mendable : His Page 11. he begins with; ſaying, He 7s 
amazed. at the Negligence of our moſt Orthodox Clergy : 
'Tis true ſome are ſo,but all like him are very Heterodox, 
he. wonders others are not as Mad as he; thus all are 
Fools,in-the Opinion of a Selt-conceited Man, that are 
not. altogether as. he: .Nay_he ſeems ſomewhat to be 
Angry at, and calls. it,a Lejtice! Slug : What manger, 
of Man . is. this, ;that giyes the .name of, arlearmed to 
Aſſerters .of all Opinions but bis own, nay, Scandalous. 
both to the Palace and See, doth he mean of Rowe? At. 
firſt he talks of Triumphant, now of a Militant Vigilance, 
all this to:give a Character of himſelf 3 as firſt, That he 
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182 Stateſman, for he takes care of the Intereſts of #he 
Palace; heis a Church-man, for he minds the Concerns 
of the See a Solder, by his talk of Military Vigilance, 
and a great Scholar too, ſeeing he fpeaks of defeating 
the Illiterate Force of a few Presbyterias Scriblers 3 fo that 
to defeat the Force, are Terms of War, 'Illiterate Pres- 
byterian Scriblers, Terms of Art'3 fo he would -pro- 
miſcuouſly be a Jack of all Trades3 but 'tis paſt my 
Skill to find how theſe few Presbyterian Scriblers ſhould 
form a numerous and formidable Rappariſm, there 'my 
Politicks fail, and I would defire him to help me ont, 
for, if their Mobility, faith he,- once get a Head, twill be 


' hard to diſperſe them 3 this is to ſpeak like a Man of Ex- 


perience and a great General: But a Queſtion I would 
ask, Why he doth ſpeak ſo Figuratively, and in a man- 
ner different from that aſual way of other Men? When 
others ſpeak, ?tis to ſignifie'their Thonghts, and with 
a defign to be underſtood, bat he ſpeaks to puzzle other 
Men 3 unhappily Mr. Daviel B-.-s lies in his way, fo he 
muſt have a Flurt at him : Thus TI remember to have 
ſeen Children, when they had nothing elſe to do, with 
a Stick to ftrike at every Stone that laid not'only in. 
but alſo ont of their way, nay, they a purpoſe ſtept ont 
of their way to do it, not zout of any Neceflity, butonly 
to pleaſe their Humonir and Fancy. 

Onr Man is very kind, Not to deny thoſe Spirits of 
FaTion, the Graciows and Pacificatory Favour of the State 3 
but we thank: him for nothing, he leaves that which 
he cannot carry away; | but then let their Preachments 
move within their own Orb, and the Sweet Simger of [frael 


*” 


Hunen: and Baz within his own Sphere + And let' Fook 


| hold their Peace, for better to ſay nothin t to fpeak 


Prov. 20. 3. 


Chip.10. 23, 


amiſs: But to ſpeak in Solomon's words, Every Fool will 
be meddting, becauſe as he faith mm the ſame "Book, 1 is 
« Sport to a Fool to do Mz (chief : So let Mr. Par---er Jook 
to himſelf, for fome-body is a coming npon hin,” bot 
that 


Thirtieth of Januaty, and Twenty niab'4f May. 
that is not worth minding, and nothing to the rare 


Diſcourſe he makes in his Page 12. towards the latter 
end of which he would have tbe Diſſenters called by the 


Sweet Names of Banditi, Moſ-troopers and Rapparees of 


Religion, and their Overtures, or Capitulations for ſurren- 
dring themſelves to our conquering Communion and winnin 

{.iturgy, very proper Epithets, to be accepted; his aroate 
utinam (hould be utinam ſaperem, for then with Solomor 


we might tell him, 1f_ thou be Wiſe, thou ſhalt be Wiſe for voy. g. 


thy ſelf : but if thou Scorneſt, thou alſo ſhalt bear it : But 
his Otizam is, That he were ableto book that Glorious Paci- 
ficatorinm or Happy Eirenicon which may heal our Breaches 
beyond relapſe : 1 would be glad to hear he is willing to 
a Reconciliation which he detefts when we propoſed it, 
but he would have it wholly upon his own Terms ; ſo 
he would both divide and chuſe the Spoil, and at laſt 
with the Lyon have all ander ſeveral Notions. 

Upon bis Conſiderations, p. 13. he could not hold for 
wagging his Finger in this Quarrel : What, fora Man 
i Zealous for the Cauſe only ro wag his Finger, is but 
a-{mall thing, except he thinks his little Finger ſtronger 
than another- Man's Loins 3 he thought with wagging 
his Finger to make all his Enemies afraid 5 hisxown words 
I make uſe of, here is a Qzarrel, here is the Approach of 
an Enemy, here is an Arm yof gur Church, here is himſelf 
aScout of that Army 3 all this Viſion is but an Effet of 
a Wounded Imagination, he makes in one place uſe of 
Sancha Panchx's-name, and here I bring in his Maſter 
Don Quixot, whoſe Opticks were fo diſtarbed, that he 
took a Wind-mill-for a Gyant, and a Flock of Sheep for 
an Army -of Menz onr Scout will have-us to know 
what he hath done; is he not like the Fly upon the 
Coach-wheel crying out, See what a Duſt T raiſe : Yea, 
and ſuch as may fly into his own Eyes : Yet he faith, 
what he doth. is to excite ſome Nobler Soul 5 he would 
have-us'to know his Soul is noble, though _ = 

obler 
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Nobler in the Hierarchy ; but to what purpoſe 2 What 
is the Daſt he would excite ? A warmer Diſcourſe upon 
this Topick, Wiſer he ſhould have faid, for Warmer it 


cannot be, for it is ſeven times Scorching-hot : In this 


fame Page he gives a taſte, as of his Charity, ſo of his 
Inſpired Language, Omninm gatherum, Hotch potch, Hum- 
ble jumble, riſum teneatis How much Pageantry, how 
much Pedantry from firſt to laſt ? 

All along he hath a mind to Quarrel, for he cannot 
ive over renewing old Grudges, which we all, if there 
be in us any true Principle of Chriſtianity, Love and 
Charity, ought to forget and forgive, and allay thoſe 
Heats of Hatred and Vengeance which continue boiling 
in ſome Mens Veins; and though hitherto I have been 
Silent, upon the account of our former Unhappy Trou- 
bles, yet here, upon a new Occaſion, I cannot avoid 
tzking notice of his breaking looſe upon thoſe who ated 
therein ; he calls them Page 14. a Hub-bub of Maſſanello's 
or Mob of Mechanicks, Mole-workers, Handicraft-men, the 
Fraternity of the San@ified Awl, or Louce-ſtabbing Lannce, 
the Qualifications of Religious Button-makers, and theWits 
of the Company of Inſpired Manufa@urers , which at laſt 
ſlingingly ſneak into an Auger-hole, Cobler's Stall, or Loom- 
ſhop. Is not this the Language of a Hater and Deſpiſer 
which is unworthy of any Anſwer 2 No better refuted, 
than with Silence and Contempt; and truly to make 
his Spirit better known, I wiſh with all my Heart every 
Sober and Serious Man would give himſclt the Trouble 
of peruſing his Pamphlet : I cannot forbear once more 
to ſay, Have we not reaſonable ground to think, fach 
a Man is i» a Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bonds of Ini- 
quity 2 However ſomething I muſt lay to him, how he 
1s/miſtaken in his Intention and in his Aflertion ; in the * 
firſt, Þ or he doth, as we uſe to ſay, whip a Horſe to 
make-him kick, but the Horſe will not, his words do 
not wound: Ia the ſecond, I ſay *tis true, ſeveral Men 
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of low- Quality in' the World were ' engaged 1n that 
Cauſe, but in that we ought not to deſpiſe Men : When 
Sammel was to anoint David, and he thought Eliab to | 
have been the Man whom God had choſen, God ſaid | 
unto him, Look not on his Countenance, or on the heighth * S3n. 16.7. 
of his Stature, becauſe I have refuſed him, for the Lord 
ſeeth not as a Man ſeeth : For Man looketh on: the outward 
Appearances, but the Lord looketh on the Heart : This was 
upon the account of a calling to a Temporal Office 3 
and ſo *tis in relation to a Spiritual Calling z a thing of 
a Tranſcendent Nature, if we muſt believe St. Pal, For ; Cor. r. 25. 
you ſee your Calling, Brethren, how that not many Wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble are called. 

In things of this Nature we do not depend upon any 
high flown Notions, but do bring our Proofs out of 
God's Word ; I wiſh our Author would have done ſo, 
for then that Method would have produced laſtrudion, 
Comfort and Edification, inſtead of Heats, Wranglings 
and Injuries. But withall, I muſt tell him he is highly 
miſtaken in talking as he doth, for ſeveral of the Prime 

of the Nobility and Gentry in both Houſes, and many 
conſiderable Perſons beſides, for Parts, Quality and 
Fortune, in the Nation, wereconcerned 1n that Unhappy 
Quarrel. 

In his 15, 16 and 17 Pages he goes on at random , 
flattering at his old rate of Paſſion and Railing, whigh 

'T do not mind, being already pretty well uſed to i, 
only ſhall give a touch that is noe dzgreſſzve as he calls. 
his, and as indeed they are: He faith, No Biſhop, No 
King, is a Maxim might be written in Indelible Purple - 

This 1s for the preſent a thing out of my purpoſe, there- 
fore ſhall avoid entring upon it 3 however thus much 
I ſay, A Biſhop Domineering over his Brethren or his 
Flock, that minds Fleecing more than Feeding it, and 
negleas taking care of the Souls committed to his 


Charge, ſach a one, I ſay, I have no Value for but for pl 
F ſuch 
py 
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ſuch a Biſhop as doth Faithfully and Carefully perform 
1 Tim-3.2434- his Paſtoral Office, and is fuach as St. Pax! mentions ; I 
«it 1.73.5: declare I highly Honour, Value and Eſteem ſach. But 
as to the Maxim, I think it ought rather to be thus, 
No King, No Biſhop, for the Biſhop muſt depend upon 
the King, and not the King upon the B:{hop, for he is 
the King's Creature as all England knows. And here 
I muſt explain that Saying of mine, which our Anthor 
hath done what he could to Wreſt, and give it a Sence 
contrary to my Intention, for when I ſaid, They are the 
King's Creatures, I never intended to affert jt ought not 
to be ſo, but thereby I meaned to (hew, that Biſhops, 
as Dioceſan Biſhops, are not Fare Divino, becauſe they 
are a Man's Creatures, for the King makes them, which 
I take to be undeniable. 
I am weary (and ſol ſuppoſe my Reader to be) of 
the Drudgery I hitherto have been at, to follow this 
Man thorough ſtinking Dirt and Mire;z not that 1 
thought the Work to be worth my Pains, but only to 
give a true Light of his Spirit and Principles ; a Deſpe- 
rate Man indeed, who 1s not only for Racking, Bnrning 
and Hanging, but who would go thorough every part 
of a Hangman's Office: But now we are come to his 
Diereſſive Touches, which go ſo much out of the way, 
as hardly any more to come in; we maſt prepare 
to find ſuch Stuff as we had before; for Oniformitz- 
ſake all muſt Hang together : This Man hath a ſingular 
Gift of Miſtaking, whether it be our of Malice or other- 
wiſe, I am not 1ſo poſitive as to determine: I already 
have given one Inſtance, now there is another, he is ſo 
blinded with Paſſion, and fo Impatient, as not toallow 
himſ{clt time, well to underſtand what he reads, thus he 
fambles at the very beginning of my Obſervations, he 
quotes the wards, yet wholly miſtzkes the Sence, my 
words are thele, For either it, that is, the Occaſion of 
the Day, looks npon the AF of ſome Men againſt the Living, 
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or upon what others have done, and ſtill ds, for the Dead ; 
the former is unlawful, and the latter contrary to true Reli- 
gion. Here we muſt put the Feſcue in his Hand to 
point at a thing as viſible and obvious as can be: He 
cries out firſt, Why Unlawful? And then giddily runs 
on with InveCtives, which he illuſtrates with a Compa- 
riſon of a Ser againſt high Commoding and Top knoting 
Stomachs, my Lady all Pride; and ſo goes on at that 
rate not knowing where, as far from the Point, as Eaſt 
is from Weſt; he quarrels at my Expreſſion, The #hizg 
hath two ſeveral AſpeFs, and knowing how Fabulous he 
1s 1n his Diſcourſe, I wonder he doth not compare it 
to Janus, but to come to the thing, The occaſion of 
the Thirtieth of Farnary is this, Either to remember the 
AF of ſome Men upon the Living, which King Charles 
was when by ſome Men put to Death, which is Unlaw- 
ful : The other part is, What the Living do, that is, to 
keep an Anniverſary for the Dead : And this I believe 
ro be contrary to true Religion, this is very clear, yet 
that which is ſpoken of one, he doth milapply to the 
other, Page 18. 

_ What he ſaith in two or three Pages following is meer 
Traſh and not to the purpoſe 3 I give Reaſons why I 
think the Day ought not to be keptz the Anſwer he 
gives is, ſpeaking of me, His Reſolve 3s, to be no longer 
ax anything Arrian, but a thorough-paced Diſſenter ; and 
this he backs with a filly Story of a lown-Fool : When 
I ſay, It were better to forget thoſe things, than to renew 
the Memory of them which continues Diviſcons z his anſwer 
1s this, 1s this Chriſtian Logick? Whether or not it be 
Logick, I am not concerned, but I take and maintain 
It to be Chriſtian Dodrine, though may be not to ſach 
Chriſtians as he, for there are ſuch in the World, who 


bave a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power thereof z 2 Tim. 2. s. 
there are ſuch in the World, that profeſs that they know Tic. 1. 16. 


God, but in Works they deny im: To Forget and Forgive 
F. 2 Is 
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1 the S:cond Commandment - of the Law, by our Sa- 
viour expreſſed inthe Goſpel 5 this is the great thing 
we are commanded to Pre@ifez; we have with us the 
whole Scripture, and out of it he hath nothing at all 
againſt us 3 but obſerve his Reaſon why he would not 
obey berein, Were it better, ſaith he, to wrap up our Go- 
fpel-Talents in an Idle Napkin of Silence and Oblivion , 
than to Preach and Evangelize the Jews out of the Pale of 
the Chriſtian Church. So then their Talent is to Preach 
a” cop out of the Chriſtian Church, when the Com- 
miſſion of Miniſters is to invite all Unbelievers to come 
mtoit: This indeed is a Miniſtry, to turn out thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath commanded to call in; we know 
well enough whom he means by the Jews, but we do 
not ſtand upon his calling us ſo-3 for in another place he 
calls us Miſcreants, he calls us ſo, becauſe we will not 
own and believe King Charles to be a Martyr, and an 
Anniverſary-day to be kept for his Death, and another 
for the Birth of his Son : Whence ſcrewed he'this Article 
of his Faith? Who gave him Authority npon ſach 
Grounds to proclaim us Unbelievers and Miſcreants ? 
Which doth not make us ſuch : However let ns be Jews, 
though thorough God's Grace Baptiſed in the Name of 
Chriſt: Did not Peter Preach to! ſome of thoſe very 
Jews, who had taken, and by wicked hands crucified our 
Saviour, and he afterwards Baptiſed them; and at 


Ch.3.14,*5,19 another time invite thoſe who denied the _ one and the 


Faſt, and defired a Murtherer to be granted unto them : 
And who had killed the Prince of Life, to repent and be 
converted - OShame! O Scandal! To ſay that the Goſpe!- 
Talent-doth confiſt- in Preaching Jews or others ont of 
the Pale of the Chriſtian Church 3 1s there but a day, 
two, or few more to Preach, and nothing elſe to be 
preached, noSins bat that in the Nation ? He faith-the 
Fruth , when he ſpeaks of wrapping their Gofpet- 
Talents in ai Idle Napkin 3 there are, þ fear, too many 

of 
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of thoſe Unfaithful Servants who hide the Talent; a 
Gown anda Surpliſs are ſometimes the Napkins wherein 
the Talents are hid 3 if they wilt not improve it, they 
ſhould ſuffer it to paſs into better Hands, of thofe that 
would : The Talents of Prayer are too often buried 5 
But hark our Maſter of Divinity, for | think in this caſe 


E may well Retorr, remember that at one time or other Marr 25. 


you ſhall be called to an account for thoſe Talents which 
fome of you do ſometimes bury in Idleneſs and Vice. 
Another an(wer of his is this, The Sequel 3s, we muſt never 
hope to Profelite them by Reproof, or felling them of their 
Sins, Whether you hope or not 'cis your Duty, there- 
fore doit; but hitherto no anſwer to my Argument, 
hr they rannot Proſelite by Reproof,they would Deſtroy 
Force. 

"Something is ſaid Page 20. What Mhefirks can this 
day of Humiliation enlarge or continue,but thoſe the Eſpouſers 
thereof dethroned and vanquiſhed Majeſty to a Grave. Theſe 
are the ſame we deſire ſhould ceaſe,.. they that were 
guilty of the FaQt are all Dead, anda new Generation 
1s come-on, though ſome of this Generation have-. in 
matter of Ceremonies, Worſhip and the like, a Con- 
formity with the Opinion of thoſe that are Dead 3 yet 
King Charles Death is a thing ofanother Nature, where- 
in they who are now alive had no hand : Why do you 
imvolve them in the Guilt, :as if they were to-anſwer for 
the Faults of their Fathers z and as if, like . ſo. many 
Toads, Vipers and Spiders, they had brought Venom 
from the Womb > Do notyou think itto be a provoking 
thing, for Men every Year to be told, your Fathers, 
Uncles, Grand-fathers and other Relations were Rogues; 
Traytors, Rebels, Murtherers, e&c.. Grant this to- be 
true, which yet cannot be ſaid of all, you may think 
fach things are not pleaſant but cauſe Heats, Hatreds, 
enlargeth Diviſionsz and that this is the Subje&t of 
Diſcourſes from the Palpits,- and the . proper mm 
| 'I 
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the day, I appeal-to. thoſe many Sermons that have been 
publiſhed, tall of. Inve&ives, Abuſive Language, and 
Railing Accuſations, as if Miniſters had nothing elſe to 
ſay, Repentance, Union and Charity + they ought to 
Preach, and not ſuch things ſo contrary to the Rules of 
true Chriſtian Religion: There are thoſe who have had 
the Face to Preach them before the Honourable and 
Famous Aſſemblies of the Nation, whoſe Hearts, we 
hope God will move to ſe the preſent -Evil, and pre- 
vent for the future the Dangerous Conſequences of ſuch 
Sermons preached and publiſhed : If ſome are ſo Bold 
and Confident to ſpeak at that rate before their Go- 
vernours and Judges, what do you think may be faid 
up and down 1n ſo many Corners of the Kingdom. ? The 
Reaſons I have given for my Judgment in theſe things, 
ariſe from a Principle, and tends to an End of Peace, 
Union and Quietnels z for I humbly ooncerve, that to 
keep ſuch a Day for ever, may happen to prove an occa- 
fion of much Evil. | 

Bat faith he, Our Tears, ſomewhat Sincerer than the 
Crocodile's, may perhaps avert the Tudgment which hath 
wot zet diſcharged it ſelf is Plague or Fire upon the preſent 
Fautors of that Rebellion. How can Nien a& before they 
have a Being? Can a Man be Acceflary to a thing 
(for ſuch are all. Fautars) before he be born? Or can 
2 Natural Effe&. exyit before its cauſes? You ſpeak of 
Tears ,. i” dare fay'there are not many (hed upon thoſe 
days, there is more Fire than Water in the caſez and 
give me leave to ſay, that Men of your Principles, fo. 
Violent and fo Bitter Enemiesas you profeſs to be againſt 
thoſe whom you think to be the preſent Fantors of that 
Rebellion, doinot meet upon ſuch days to Pray to God 
to avert his Jadgments from thoſe fame Fautors z neither 
what you Write nor what they Preach,can perſwade me 
you have ſo much Charity for them 5 whatſoever we 
are with Men, let us-be Sincere with God, not to = 

ten 
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tend one thing and Intend another, For 1 kzow, faith Ezck. 11. 5. 


God, the things that come into your Mind, every one of 


them : And, all things, faith Paul, are naked and opened Heb. 4. 13: 


unto the Eyes of him with whom we have to do: And there 


is not, faith David, a word in my Fongue, but thou knoweſt Pal 139. 4. 


it altogether. 

In anſwer to theſe words of mine, After As of Obli- 
wion for ſuch things are paſſed, the Memory thereof ought to 
be forgotten : He faith P. 21. Is he aſſured that that AF is 
Trgroſſed in the Book of Life ? Or that an Omniſcient Mercy 
hath Recorded onr Indemnity © By what Angel 8 Yea, Sir, 


I am aſſured of God's Infinite Mercy, He is flow to Anger, Pal. 103.8. 


ready to Forgive, and plentions in Mercy 3 and if we doubt 
of it, weare Unbelieversz he is a God, Forgtving Sins 
and paſling by Tranfgreſfſtons z and''when he hath 
given us Repentance unto Life, whereby we are deli- 
vered" from Eternal Death and Damnation, ſurely if he 
thinks it good for us, he will alſo deliver from Temporal 
Paniſhments : But the ready way to have the A& In- 
groſled and the Indemnity Recorded;isto put on Bowels 


of Charity, and leave off Hatred, Variance, Emula- Gal. s. 20. 


tions, Wrath , Strife , and other Works of the Fleſh : 
We have an Inſtance of God”s Mercy in a caſe of Mur- 
ther, infinitely more Abominable than yours, I mean 
the Death of his Son the Lord Feſws, who is God Bleſſed 
for ever; God ingrofled/in the Book' of Life, the A&t of 
Pardon, and his Omniſcient Mercy, Recorded the [n- 


demnity of many of thoſe who had Cracifted the -Prinee a: 2. 23, ar, 
of Life : This God hath declared, but with much Afſu- * 3: 15, 19- 


rance I can ſay, Thar if you continue uy your Hatred 
and deſire of Vengeance, there is no-Pardon "for you 7 
and it you ask me by what Angel I came to know fo 
much, my an{wer 18 ready, By the Angel of the Cove- 
nant, who hath declared in the caſe of the Servant who- 
would ſhew his Fellow no Mercy, wherefore he was de- 


livered to the Tormentors 3 So likewiſe ſhall my Heavenly Matt. 18. 35. 


ather © 
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Father.do alſo unto you, if ye from your Hearts forgive not 
every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. Let us but have a 
care to forgive thoſe by whom we think our ſelves to 
have been offended, and truſt God's Mercy (provided 
you do not become unworthy of it) for your Pardon, 
for God is not Angry for ever, he viſits the Iniquity of 
the Fathers upon the Children, but unto the Third and 


Fourth Generation : But have a care not to take any 


Pretence to continue in your Animoſity, or do any 
thing tending to Superſtition : You would require of 
Men more than God doth, namely, to repent of a Sin 


. which they have not committed-;3 I already faid, thoſe 


who put King Charles to Death are dead themſelves , 
they that now are had no hand init; if in ſome things 
they differ from you, know your Carriage towards 
them is in part the cauſe of it ; but have a care not: to 
attribute to the Work of that day, any thing whereat 
God may be offended : Repentance ought to be daily 
and . continually., and not Anniverſary ; of the firſt 
we: have a Command, and we have Sins enough 


of our own: and National to Mourn for, but of an 


: Ezek. 18, 20, 


Anniverſary-Repentance we have no Preſident in the 
Word of God, which in fach things ought to be our 
Rule. He asks P. 2. 4s the Sin expiated 2 .Is the 
Crime | attoned for. Iſappole he meaneth of theGuilty, 
for God never puniſheth the Innocent for the Gullty ; 
tor the Soul that ſenneth, it ſhall die : It were contrary to 


. his Juſtice to think otherwiſez ſo they that are Inno- 
- cent are in no Danger, as to that they need no_ Expia- 


tion nor Attonement3z but for the Gailty, either they 


Now have or ſhall never have itz a Temporal Judg- . 


ment hath been executed upon ſeveral of them 5 how 


aſter this Life God hath dealt with them, we are not to 


inquire after, nor concerned. 


« Bat, 
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. But, Muſt future Ages have no nobler Tradition of his 
Goodneſs and Fuſtice, than what Execution can convey , 
P.22, Why, raiſe Monuments and Mazxſolees, write his 
Hiſtory, get his Statues 1n Braſs and Marble, Medals of 
him in Gold and Silver, his Head ingraved on Precious 
Stones, ſeveral of his Pitures copied and diſperſed 
abroad 3 by that means the Memory of Alexanatr and of 
theCeſars hath been tranſmitted to Poſterity : I ſuppoſe 
what heſeems moſt to Lament, is hisloſs, and not for the 
Sin of thoſe who condemned him to Death 3 it it be his 
loſs, he might have been killed in a Battel, died in his 
| Bed of Sickneſs or of Age, he was not Immortal ; - we 
ought in that caſe as we muſt in this, have ſubmitted to 
the Will of God ; he is Happy, better in Heaven than 
upon Earth 5 why fo much and ſo long to Fret and Vex, 
and be Ingenious to Torment our ſelves and others; and 
be Angry with thoſe that will not Weep as long or as 
much as we; Parents, Relations and Friends muſt be 
content with the Loſs of any thing near and dear, when 
it pleaſeth God it ſhould be ſo. St. Pau! would not 
have the Theſſalonians to Sorrow for thoſe that are aſleep, as 1 Thell, 4. 13 - 
others which have no Hope, 1 think, that after all theſe. 
Conſiderations, to continue ſuch an Anniverſary, is to 
retain Occaſion of Trouble, and Matter of Diviſion. 
[ find ſomething I ſaid makes him aneaſfie, for he re- 
peats it more than once, 'tis this, To Monrn for King 
Charles's Death once had been enough. He ſaith, His 
Tongne tyed Malice would not let him ſpeak out, to have cele- 
brated the Martyrdom with a Devotional Remembrance. 
I thank God I am thus far able:tocommand my Tongue, 
as not to let it ſpeak againſt my Mind; *tis not our of 
Malice, for I ſpeak of him and his Memory as reaſonably 
as may be expected from one who is not doting upon a 
' Dead Man ; but for me to have ſaid, Celebrated the Mar- 
tyrdom, &c. it had been a Lye, and contrary to my 


Thoughts; I own no Martyrdom, much leſs with a 
G | Devotional 
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 Father.do alſo unto you, if ye from your Hearts forgive not 


Ezek. 18, 20, 


every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. Let us but have a 
care to forgive thoſe by whom we think our ſelves to 
have been offended, and truſt God's Mercy (provided 
you do not become unworthy of 1t) for your Pardon, 
for God is not Angry for ever, he viſits the Iniquity of 
the Fathers upon the Children, but unto the Third and 
Fourth Generation : But have a care not to take any 
Pretence to continue in your Animoſlity, or do any 
thing tending to Superſtition : You would require of 
Men more than God doth, namely, to repent of a Sin 


- which they have not committed 3 I already faid, thoſe 


who put King Charles to Death are dead themſelves , 
they that now are had no hand in it; if in ſome things 
they differ from you, know your Carriage towards 
them is in part the cauſe of it; but have a care not to 
attribute to the Work of that day, any thing whereat 
God may be offended : Repentance ought to be daily 
and continually., and not Anniverſary 3 of the firſt 
we: have a Command, and we have Sins enough 
of our own and National to Mourn for, but of an 


Anniverſary-Repentance we have no Preſident in the 


Word of God, which in ſuch things ought to be our 
Rule. He asks P. 2. 4s the Sin expiated 2 .Is the 
Crime attoned for.s Iſnappoſe he meaneth of the Guilty, 
for God never puniſheth the Innocent for the Gullty ; 
tor the Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall die : It were contrary to 


his Juſtice to think otherwiſe z ſo they that are Inno- 
. cent are in no Danger, as to that they need no Expia- 


tion nor Attonementz but for the Gailty, either they 


. now have or ſhall never have itz a Temporal Judg- 


ment hath been executed upon ſeveral of them 5 how 
aſter this Life God hath dealt with them, we are not to 
inquire after, nor concerned. 


Bat, 
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But, Muſt future Ages have no nobler Tradition of his 
(roodneſs and Fuſtice, than what Execution can convey , 
P.22, Why, raiſe Monuments and Mazſolees, write his 
Hiſtory, get his Statues in Braſs and Marble, Medals of 
him in Gold and Silver, his Head ingraved on Precious 
Stones, ſeveral of his Pictures copied and diſperſed 
abroad 3 by that means the Memory of Alexandcr and of 
theCeſars hath been tranſmitted to Poſterity : I ſuppoſe 
what heſeems moſt to Lament, 1s hislofs, and not for the 
Sin of thoſe who condemned him to Death 3 it it be his 
loſs, he might have been killed in a Battel, died in his 
Bed of Sickneſs or of Age, he was not Immortal z we 
ought in that caſe as we mult in this, have ſubmitted to 
the Will of God; he is Happy, better in Heaven than 
upon Earth ; why fo much and ſo long to Fret and Vex, 
and be Ingenious to Torment our ſelves and others; and 
be Angry with thoſe that will not Weep as long or as 
much as we; Parents, Relations and Friends muſt be 
content with the Loſs of any thing near and dear, when 
it pleaſeth God it ſhould be ſo. St. Pau! would nor 
have the Theſſalonians to Sorrow for thoſe that are aſleep, as 1 Thell, 4. 13 - 
others which have no Hope, 1 think, that after all theſe 
Conſiderations, to continue ſach an Anniverſary, is to 
retain Occaſion of Trouble, and Matter of Diviſion. 
[ find ſomething I ſaid makes him uneaſfie, for he re- 
peats it more than once, 'tis this, To Monurn for King 
Charles's Death once had been enough. He ſaith, His | 
Tongne tyed Malice would not let him ſpeak, out, to have cele- | 
brated the Martyrdom with a Devotional Remembrance. | 
I thank God I am thus far able tocommand my Tongue, | | 
as not to let it ſpeak againſt my Mind *tis not out of | 
Malice, for I ſpeak of him and his Memory as rea{onably 
as may be expected from one who 1s not doting upon a. 
| Dead Man ; but for me to have ſaid, Celebrated the Mar- 
tyrdom, &c. it had been a Lye, and contrary to my 


Thoughtsz I own no Martyrdom, much leſs with a 
G Devotional 


| 
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Devotional Remembrance; my Devotion is only, wholly 
and direaly for my God, he is graciouſly pleaſed to 
allow me coming to him at any time, without any In- 
troJucor or Maſter of Ceremonies: I declared I thought 
his Death unlawfu), I approved once Mourning for it, 
and one Humiliation-day, but not for ever. Bat Why 
zot twice, ſaith he: Nay for once or twice more I would 
not ſtand out with him, it only occaſionally, but once 
every Year at a certain fixed day turneth it into Abule, 
once is no Cuſtom, one A& may be Harmleſs, when an 
Habit makes it a Sin, and of all Sins the Cuſtomary 


ought to be avoided. But why once for all, ſaith he. 


My anſwer is, Once, becauſe our Nature may be allowed 
to vent out her Sorrow; 'tis an [nfirmity of Humane 
Nature, to be grieved for Loſles and Crofles, and it 
eaſeth one to unload himſelf of that Afﬀiiction whereby 
the Heart is affte&ted : Thus a Father or a Friend may 
expreſs a Trouble for the loſs of a dear Son or of ano- 
ther Relation, as I inſtanced in the cafe of Facob and 
Joſeph - But oxce for all, becauſe all Exceſſes muſt be 
avoided, Afﬀidtions ought not to be Immortal, when 
once we have paid the Memory of Friends that Tribute, 
we ought to mind better things ; we are not placed in 
this World evermore to Sorrow for the Death of others, 
though never ſo Senfible to us, either in it ſelf or for 
the manner of it, but to fit and prepare our ſelves for 
our own; or rather, as much as 1n us lies, to promote 
the Glory of God ; and as far as God will enable us, to 
work our own Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; 
and when we have a mind to Mourn, there 1s in us cauſe 
enough for it, namely, our Sins. I do not mind his 
taxing me with Repetitions, what he calls ſo, are but 
Enlargements and Explanations, which being a new 
Charge, makes him concerned thereat. 


Now 
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Now are we come to that which is moſt material in 
the Point, How zt zs contrary to true Religion to keep the 
Thirtieth of January : Let us take notice how he an- 
iwers, This is the Scare-crow that keeps the Rook, out of 
our Vineyard : 'T3s juſt as a Nurſe cries tothe Child, Pah, 
Pah, doth he take us for a company of ſilly giddy Larks , or 
Weather- cocks, unſtable Ruſhes, this call ſounds ſweetly , 
like the Hyena's Voice, &c. At this rate he fills up a 
whole Page, which no doubt is very convincing, only 
I muſt own he faith, This grand Charge he groundleſly 
advances, when Page 11. and from my Page 27 till 40. 
I give Reaſons, and chiefly diſcourſe upon that Matter -— 
which I muſt not trouble my ſelf to repeat z what fol- 
lows is as convincing as what went before, King Charles 
hath with a Judicious Foreſight given a brave Counter-Cuff 
to our Round: head Diſputant : That Authority, he thinks, 
can frighten us all out of our Wits, there it lies, where- 
upon he brags thus, Here is a Rowland for his Oliver 3 
and I ſay, Here is a David for his Goliah, who comes 
indeed with a Sword, with a Spear, and with a Shield, c,, ,, ,.. 
when we come in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts : T mean 
his word, whence we draw our Weapons and our 
Strength (which he neither doth nor can do,) to decide 
theſe Matters, I do not mind what K. Ch. and he do fay, 
but what God ſaith: For a further anſwer tothe Charge, 
within ſix Lines he gives us an Hercules and his Foot, a 
Lyon and his Paw, a Jackal, and a Monkey with her 
young ones , belides Mince-Pies and Cuſtards, and the 
Battlements of Heaven which is ſo eaſily unbuttoned, a 
Saw-pit, Daniel's Der, his Tipling Hoſteſs, railing againſt 
Candles and Burzt-Claret z then comes the Cowardly Bully, 
Roaring, He@oring and Fighting. Who can or dares 
anſwer theſe Convincing Arguments, delivered with 
an aected Singularity, in-a Language of his own ? 
And more of that kind, to prove how keeping the 
Thirtieth of . Faryary is not contrary to True Re!i- 
G 2 gion : 
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gion: This 1s all we are like to have of him im the 
Point, 

But that which onght undiſpucably to decide the 
Qreſtion is this, That the words he hath quoted out 
ot the Book of his new Goſpel, I mean the Royal Por. 
traiture, are the words of a King, a Sebolar, and an Orator, 
but for my part I am for the words of the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, who faith by the Month of a 

Prophet, which hath ſomething more of Weight and 
Authority than the Pamphleteer, that which is much to 
our Purpoſe, and admirably fits our caſe, Now let them 

Ezck. 43.9. put away their Whoredom, and the Carcaſes of their Kings 
far from me, and I will dwell in the midſt of them for ever : 
Theſe Carcaſes of their Kings were ſome Monuments of 
2 kings 21. 23. Fdolatry ereted to Manafſeh and Amon, who in his own 
Houſe had been killed by his Servants : In the ſeventh 
Verſe God takes a ſpecial notice of the Carcaſes of their 
Kings in their high places And tn the eighth Verſe he 
complains, They have even defiled my Holy Name by their 
Abominations that they have committed , Wherein ? 1: 
their ſetting their Threſholds by my Threſhold, and their 
Poſts by ry Poſt, that is, their [dols by his Worſhip, and 
the Wall between me and them, for there was but a Wall 
between it, for which God was ſo Angry with them , 
wherefore I have conſumed them in mine Anger - But you 
will fay they committed [dolatry about the Carcafes of 
their Kings which we do not; I do not fay you do, 
and hope you do not; in the Text Idolatry is not fo 
much as named, bur may be implied in the word Abo- 
minationsz but you ſee the ground of God's Complaint 
is, Their ſetting their Threſholds by his Threſhold, and their 
Poſts by his Poſt, as if he had ſaid, Why do you.-bring 
theſe Carceſes near me ? The Carcaſe and Idol are no- 
thing to God, they neither hurt nor influence him, buc 
he faith he will not have it ſo, nor any thing like it 5 1s 
it not Juſt he ſhonld be obeyed? Hath not God hon- 
oured 


 Thirtteth of ſanuary and Twentyninth of May. 

oured us with great Lights againſt Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition? Hath he not declared himſelf to be a Jealous 
God, Why then do we provoke him with bringing an 
[dol of Jealouſie into his Houſe? Nay, in ene refpe& 
we do worſe than the Jews, for there was a Wall be- 
tween their Threſholds and his Threſhold ; but we 
bring in the Carcaſe bare-faced within the Wall of 
God's Houſe, where we have a Pulpit ſtanding as ir 
were between Mounts Gerizizz and Ebal, with Bleſſings, 
Panegyricks and Flatterics of one ſide, with Injuries, 
Revilings, Threatnings and Curſes on the other 3 be- 
ſides, as I noted in my Obſervations, we have a Collect 
an Epiſtle and a Goſpel, as well as upon Chriſtmas and 
Eaſter. God indeed is a moſt Gracious God, but he 


taketh Vengeance on Mens Inventions: Yertor all this they Pfal. gg. 2. 


will not own they do ill, they Scorn it, but no reaſon 
they give foe it, 37 megare ſat eſt quis erit rews © It todeny 
it be enough, who can be Guilty ? 

But we muſt proceed, in his Page 25. he is pleaſed to 
fay, 1 this I muſt ſay for the Champion of Diſſention, that 
he is noCoward or Faint Heart: With one Arm he would 
throw me down, and with the other litt me up. | 
leave any Impartial Reader ofmy Obſervations to judge, 
whether all along I am not puſhing for Moderation , 
Qaietneſs, Union, Reconciliation, Peace and Truth : 
It is uſual with the Remoraes of Reformation, which 
muſt be the Baſis of Re-union, to cry out with open 
Mouth, that Reformers are Troublers of the State: Thus 


43 


Ahab called the Prophet a Troubler of Iſrael, but he was « Kings 18.15, 
in the wrong : I think Zephaniah was no Troubler of the zepp. x. 4. 


State, in putting on Foſrah to cut off the Remnant of 


 Baal and the Namie of the Chemarins ; and did our Sa- yy as 


viour diſturb either Church or State, when te whip'd 
the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. Bezu did in 
1572. write Queen Elizabeth a Letter for a thorough 


Reformation, which was kindly received; and though 
{ume 
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ſome about the Queen were not pleaſed with it, yet ſhe 


took well the Advices and though thorough other 
Mens Suggeſtions ſhe did not follow it, yet ſhe did not 
look upon him as a Diſturber of the Peace of her King- 
dom : But anon I ſhall, by the Grace of God, ſay ſome- 
thing more to this Charge, in the mean while will have 
them to know, that we deſire the Word of God, not 
Man's Fancies and Inventions, to be the Rule of the Re- 
formation we have been ſpeaking of; and that our Re- 
Iigion comes to be Good, Pure and Evangelical, becauſe 
tis grounded upon the Goſpel 3 he calls it Conventicle- 
Religion, he knows we were driven out of Churches, 
and had no more Liberty in publick to ſerve God, than 
the former Chriſtians had under the Roman Emperors, 
and of late than the Poor Proteſtants in Fravce: They 
cannot be ignorant how their Severe Perfecution did . 
drive us into Corners and by Places to ſerve God, for 
fear of being Fined and dragged into Priſon, 

The word Presbytery, as I perceive out of his Page 26. 
is to him as Loathſom as that of Reformation 3 and 
though this is a Matter copious enough, and which I, 
baving other things more to our purpoſe, am unwilling 
to engage in, yet a few words I muſt beſtow upon it, - 
leaſt he ſhould think we avoid it. They miſenterpret the 
word Presbyterian in the Fathers : Methinks the true Fa- 
thers of the Church, ſach as Peter, Paul and Luke, ſpeak 
clearly of itz the firſt calls bimſelf a Felow-Elder or 
Presbyter 3 and Par/ left Titxs in Creet to ordain Elders 
in every City; and the Gift that was in Timothy was 
given him , by laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. 


1 Tim. 4. 14. Luke tells us, how St. Pal, from Miletns, ſert to Epheſus, 
As 20.17.28. aud called the Presbyters, which is tranſlated Elders of the 


Church; and the ſame which in that Verſe are called 
Elders, in the 28th he calls Overſeers, or Biftops, in the 
Original, and Paſtors or Feeders of the Flock ; where 
it appears thoſe Elders, Biſhops and Paſtors, -_ 

under 
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under different Names, to be the fame Perſons, exer- 


ciſing the ſame Office: St. Pal doth mention two forts 1 Tim. s. 17. 


of Ellers, fome who Rule, others who beſides do la- 
bour in the Word and Doctrine; fo ſome Teach and 
others Govern : Thus ſome of the Fathers he means, as 
Cyprian, Auſtin, Jerom, &c. mterpret tke word Presbyter, 
and thus far have I been led cut of my way; but to 
prove our miſinterpreting the word Presbyter, Julius 
Ceſar, with his Poſitis Speculis, not to be underſtood of 
Per ſpettive-glaſſes, but his Watch or Sentinel, are brought 
m for Witnetfesz nay, Caſtor and Helena, the Lacede- 
monians, with the word Egg in a Text of Scripture, which 
the Presbyterians would interpret an Hen egg or Gooſe-ceg 3 
all this with Mr. Se/dez's Facetious and Comical Table-talk, 
with two Donblets, one plain, that ismine, the other fringed, 
that is his, for he and I are now the AQors upon the 
Stage ; and the Conclafion of this Learned Debate is, 
That "tis plain we have both a Doublet, and we might hap- 
pen both to have given a Donblet to our Souls, but he 
faith, 'Tis not Taylors work to take meaſure of our Souls, 
All thefe, I fay, in this pretty and ingenious Diſcourſe, 
are brought in to evidence we miſirterpret the word Pres - 
byter in the Fathers. What a pretty part amlI, with 
this Nonſence, put to at upon this Stage ? I intended 
to have anſwered him in a more Serious way, but one 
who Converſes with Men that are Singular, muſt out 
of Complaiſance ſometimes comform kimſeif to their 
ways. _. 
After theſe Irrefragable and Convincing Arguments, 
is he not in the right to ask, Will they ſtill perſevere in 
Tanorant Obſtinacy, and differ from us in Religion and 
Onity of Performance? P.27. And this attended with 
bis uſaal Flouriſhes of Eloquence A-la-mzode du Paree, a 
Geneva Starchneſs : | thank God ont of this Barren Field 
he brings us into one thatis more Copious, which 1s, Bow- 
ing to the Altar : As for a time I am his humble Scryant, 
[0 
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1 Cor. 12, 28. 
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ſo I muſt follow him whereſoever he goes, 3s I perceive 
he would by his ſaying, How gladly would he Malice us 
into Popery, fo that h=re I (hall fix for a while, and nei- 
ther the Jangling of a pair of Tongs, nor the Harpſicles, 
nor his Organ, nor the Blind, Fidler's Tunes, (hill draw 
me offi the more, becauſe Page 29. he ſpeaks of a great 
many Joynt-ſiools, as I gueſs, for me to reſt upon 3 now 
we mult be more Serious. 

Take notice I never did nor do I now ſay you are 
Papiſts, I am neither ſv Raſh nor ſo Uncharitable as you 
are, Or as you take me to be: Bar this I athrm, That 
you retain Popiſh Rites and Ceremomes ;z and though 
I had no mind to meddle, yet feeing you put me upon 
it, I hope to make it out, for all your Flaſhy Wit in your 
Page 3o. ſtay till laſt of all to declare me « Lunatich, 
a mad Miſrepreſenter, with my Bedlam Obſervations ;, 'tis 
not your infipid Jeſt, that if' ye eat Plum-pudding and 
Roaſt-beef in a Cooks ſhop, we may perhaps call it a Papiſtical 
Ordinary: It ſeems he always hath a good Stomach, for 
great part of his Talk is about Kitchin-ſtuff, Bacon,Sugar, 
Plums, Mince-pies, (uſtards, &c. However I ſay, If ye 
eat that which is Sacrificed to Idols, 1 may call things by 
their Name, and fay you eat that which is Sacriticed to 
Idols ; and if you know it, according to St. Paul's Rule, 
you ought not to eat: Thele Matters are not to be ridt- 
culed, for no Wiſe Men would do ſo. I ſhall begin 
with the Tale of the Country-man in Spaiz who would 
not Pray to St. Nicholas's Image (he is one of your 
Saints, as of Papiſts) he might as well have called him 
St. Neptune, becauſe he knew it was made of his own Plum- 
tree; yetI have known Piqure-drawers, who in the 
Church have fallen upon their Knees before Piures of 
their own Drawing z what the Spaniſh Country-man 
would not do, yet ſome of yours do, Bow to, though 
they Pray not to the Altar 3 I do not ſay you adore a 
Moulding Carcaſe, but if you bring it, or a Picture of 


It. 
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St. George on Horſe-back, or a Croſs into the Church, and 
do Bow, Knee], or ſhew any ſuch Reſpe& to it; I ſay 
you therein do countenance Idolatry, or at leaſt Super- 
ſition : Doth not the Second Commandment poſitively x:24. :- ... 
forbid to bow down before any Image, or likeneſs of 
any thing in Heaven, in Earth, or in the Water, whe- 
ther it be of St. George or of 4 Croſs *tis all one, God 
forbids it, will he have me to believe his Story of the 
Country-man,againſt two (for I have no leſs) places out 
of God?*s Word ; 1 he Carpenter,he heweth him down Cedars, 1a. 44. from 
and taketh the Cypreſs and the Oak - Then ſhall it be for a '3 23% 
Man to burn 3, for he will take thereof and warm himſelf, 
yea he kindleth it and baketh Bread : Tea, he maketh a God 
and worſhippeth it, he maketh it a Graven Image and falleth 
dowe thereto - He knoweth what it is, namely, his 
Workmanſhip, yet he boweth to it: O ſad ! They have 
known nor underſland : For he hath ſhut their Eyes 
that they cannot ſee, and their Hearts that they cannot un- 
derſtand, v.18. | 
My fecond Inſtance, toſhew he goes upon a wrong 
Principle, when he faith, Do you think there 1s in us 
ſach an Ignorant Ruſticity, that we ſhould bow either 
to King Charler's Carcaſe or to the Altar? We have no Ex0%. 32. 
ſach Defign cr Intention, I will believe it, in the mean 
time they bring thoſe Carcaſes into the Charch, which 
you are forbidden to do, and bow to that Altar 3 tis 
no matter what your Intention be, whilſt you perform 
External A&s of Worſhip: Do you think the Children 
of 1/rael in the Wilderneſs could believe the Golden 
Calf to be the God that brought them oat of Egypt, no 
certainly, for they had given Aaroz the Goldet Ear- 
rings of their Wives Sons and Daughters, out of 'which 
the Calf was made ; yet for all this they worſhipped ir, 
not terminatively, for they ſaid, Theſe be the Gods, 
O !ſrae!, which brought thee out of the Land of Egypr3 
and there was a Proclamation, to morrow is a Feaſt 
H 1:0 
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A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 
unto the Lord, they worſhipped God under the Figure 
of a Calf, yet 'tis known what an Abominable Idolatry 
it wasz and this was by Jeroboar followed, when he 
made the two. Golden Calves: O let us keep to the 
Rules 10 a Religious place as is the Church z or upon 
any Religious Account not to bow to an Altar: Matter 
of God's Worſhip is a nice thing, his Dire&ions muſt be 
followed, and nothing of Man's deviſing brought in. 

As good to bow to hitn that made the Altar as to the 
Altar it ſelf, for it may be accounted a Civil Reſpect, 
but to the Altar 'tis a Religious ones yet there is as 
much reaſon to bow to the Pulpit as to the Altar, for 
from thence the Word of God is preached to us ; here- 
in we are not to give the Altar the Preference, except 
with Papiſts we believe there is the true Body of Chriſt 
either kept under a Wafer, or made at the pleaſure of 
a Prieſt. I would willingly know, wherein the Reve- 
rence we pay to the Altar, doth differ from that which 
Papiſts with- bowing their Heads and putting off their 
Hats, do render-to the Croſs: If upon or under thoſe 
Altars, there were Relicks, they might ſay that Honour 
of Bowing is directed for the Relicks; but by good 
chance they. have not the Relicks of many Saints and 
Martyrs to place there, or elſe they might happen to do 
it. Some of their Authors do not diſapprove of Relicks, 
for Dr. Burgeſs * upon the Argument out of a Cartha- 
giniax Council, how certain Altars erected for the Me- 
mory of Martyrs ſhould be aboliſhed, and all Monu- 
ments of Idolatry be utterly deſtroyed; he with his 
Friend anfwereth, becauſe thoſe Altars were noted to 
be deſtitute of the Relicks of Martyrs; but addeth, that 
by thoſe Altars deſtitute of ſuch things, the Church was 
mocked : Would not a Papiſt give the ſame Reaſon ? 
Well, the ſame cauſe, though by different Perſons, muſt 
pe defended by the fame Reaſons : Thus, provided 
there be Relicks according to his Opinion things are 

| well 
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well enough: How far into Dirt and Mire do Men 
tumble themſelves over Head and Ears, when once they 
are engaged in the Defence of a Cauſe, not mattering 
whether or not it be Good, True and Jutt. 

I hope none will deny that God's Precepts ought to 
be the Rule and Meaſure of our Obediencez what God 
immediately commanded muſt be obeyed, though it 
ſhould ſeem unreafonable and, contrary to his other re- 
vealed Will, I mean A—_ 'Apprehenſion ; as in the 
caſe of Abraham to Sacri 
himſelf Bread with Man's or Cows Dang, and of Hoſea 
to take unto hin a Wife of Whoredom; ſo muſt that 
be obeyed which the Lord hath immediately com- 
manded by the Miniſtry of his Servants; and as helikes 
the Service we render him with Heart and Sincerity, 
with a willing Mind in obedience to what he hath com- 
manded-; and this indeed in St. PauPs words. 'we may 
call our reaſoable Service; ſo he likes none of the Ser- 
vices he hath not commanded, but are only a Proda- 
Cion of Man's Brain and Fancy; ' ſo are all Ceremonies 
in queſtion, and this in particular, whereby the Up- 
holders of them give Papiſts fo great an Advantage 
even againſt themſelves; as we fee in a Book I was 
lately reading, wherein the Anthor doth Handſomly 
and Ingenioutly handle the Charge of Idolatry againſt 
the Church of Rowe; but the Papiſt-Prieſt doth in- 
tangle him in this Point of Bowing to the Altar, with 
this Argument, The Church of England-men do Bow to 
the Altar, and yet they ſay they Worſhip not the Altar, but 
God before the Altar. So ſay Papiſts, We worſhip God 
before Images, but not Images: What an 1ntricate La- 
byrinth doth this bring him unto, only to -defend an 
Idle and Superſtitions Ceremony, not to ſpeak worſe ? 
Papiſts and they do the fame thing, for both bow to 
the Altar, and both give the ſame Reaſon, They donot 


bow to the Altar but to God, ſo their caſe is but one 
H 2 and 
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ce his Sbn; of Ezekzel to make Gen. 22. 2. 
Ezek, 4. 12. 
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and the ſame: This Argument of the Papiſt doth in- 
gage them in ſo many Diſtinctions as are Superfluous 
and not direQtly to the Point 3 it they wou'd but part 
with that Ceremony , that Objection would ſoon fall 
and ceaſe ; but they have rather to bring upon them- 
ſelves nettling Difficulties, than to part with. an unwar- 
rantable Ceremony. 

The Wiſeſt amongſt the Heathen pretended they 
look'd not upon their Images as Gods, bur as\Symbols 
of that Being to which they gave Divine Worſhip; our 
Church-men will not own they: render the Altar any 
Worſhip, this would be openly to declare themſelves 
fdolaters to worſhip the Creature, as none can deny an 
Altar is (as they after the Roman Stile are: pleaſed to 
call it) or the Communion-Table 3 nay *cis leſs, for *cis 
but the work of the Creature, ſo a Creature in the 
loweſt Degree 3 by the Bowing down forbidden inthe 
ſecond Precept, is ſignified any manner of Religions 
Worſhip, or Service to any Creature whatſoever: The 
diſtinftion of Civil and Religious , is Idle and Snper- 
fAuous 3: for here the queſtion is about Religious Wor- 
ſhip : The Altar 1s in the Church, which is God's Houſe, 
the place appointed only for his Service : To ſay not the 
Altar, but God before the Altar is worſhipped, and 
to give for reaſon, they believe not the Corpareal Pre- 
ſence, are but bare Shifts: As well as they, we know 
how Reverence 1s due in going 1n and coming out of 
God's Houſe 3. but if every time one paſleth before the 
Altar, though never ſo many, as ſometimes there is oc- 
caſlion for ſome of them to do it. is not that to have a 
ipecial regard to that very place ? For elſe why not as 
well to bow to the Pulpit, except they would make the 


Holy Word of Gad,. that makes the Sacrament, to be 


leſs than the Sacrament, for the one 1s preached from 
the Pulpit, the other adminiſtred at the Communion- 
Table: Let then our Man confeſs there is ſomething 

remaining 


Thirtzeth of January and T wenty ninth of May. 
remaining of the old Leaven of Fopery, they deny Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, but herein they a& as if they believed ir, 
and they make the Altar the Holieſt part of the Church, 
which 1s all equally Holy, becauſe wholly appointed to 
an Holy uſe, namely, the Worſhip of God : This is to 
look Eaſt and Weſt, and fo bring us back to the Cere- 
monial Law. | 

Is not the whole Church the Local Circumſtance of 
Wecrihip, ſeeing the whole is the place for it 2 This 
is to carry us back into the Tabernacle where was the 
Sanctuary and the Holieſt of all 3 thus we make the 
Church the Sanctuary , and the Altar railed about the 
Holieſt of all ; . but this while we do not confider how 
by Chriſt's Death the Vail of the Temple was Rent, 
and the Partition pulled down: *Tis to no purpoſe for 
them to- ſay there is an Inviſible Objzt of Worſhip , 
when all Chriſtians know that the only Obje& of Wor- 
ſhip is Inviſible z we alſo know, that God requireth of 
us a Bodily as a Spiritual one, though this chiefly 3 but 
God doth not require we ſhould be ſtinted to a certain 
place within the Church, according to the Fancy and 

Preſcription of Men, this were a Bondage indeed : 

But Papiſts do always worſhip towards the Altar, ex- 

cept when ſometimes they go about to Kneel before 

ſome Image: *Tis to make a Ridiculous Parallel to ſay, 

It may be obje&ted Men worſhip their Hat, becaaſe at 

Church in Prayer they hold it before their Face ; there 

is no ſuch Canon to command or commend Praying 

with the Hat before the Face, 'tis a tree act left to a 

Man's Liberty, and who knows not, 'tis to prevent 

having ones Thoughts diſtracted and diverted by 

Objects, and to recollect all the Spirits with more Fer- 

Ry and Application to perform the Duty one is 

about. 


The 
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The ſame Arguments they bring againſt Papiſts in 
point of I[dolatry, we make uſe of againſt them about 
Altar-worſhip, for they ſay that External A&s of Wor- 
ſhip are capable of Idolatry, however the Intention of 
the Mind be directed, as I obſerved not much before ; 
Is not this appliable to them as to Papiſts, about bowing 
to the Altar? Why ſhould they herein be more privi- 
ledged than Papiſts are? This External A&, let the In- 
tention be what it will, 1s capable of Idolatry, or at 
leaſt of Superſtition, in them as 'cis in Papiſts 3 God 
hath revealed his Will about outward Ads of Worſhip, 
and we muſt conſider the Revelation he hath made of 
his Will in this Matter, for ſince God hath the Power 
to determine our Duty, and he knoweth beſt what 
makes for his Honour, it is but Juſt and reaſonable, that 
we ſhould judge of theſe things according to his Will : 
This Argument is certainly good, as againſt Papiſts, ſo 
againſt Proteſtants that bow to the Altar. Onur Sa- 
viour's Rule, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve, doth forbid all external Acts 
of Worſhip applied to any beſtdes God : Bowing to the 


Altar is always, upon all occaſions, to that Place, and 


to none elſe; ſo it muſt needs be applied to it; 'tis 
fols, ſemper & omni, which the Philoſopher calls Pro- 
prium quarto modo , the moſt efſential Propriety and 
Attribute. Now that which is fin in one, in Heathers 
and Papiſts, is fin in another, though Proteftaut : To 
ſay, For ſuch a one to lie with another Man's Wife, is 
Adultery ; but for me, 'tis not ſo; is to, be much in 
the wrong : And to make Idolatry and Saperſtition de- 
pend only upon the inward Intention, is all one as if 
one ſhould ſay, Adultery is to lie with another Man's 


Wie, with an intention to Cuckold the Husband 3 but 


if a Man commits that Wickednefs out of love to her 
Perſon, then *cis not Adultery. A rare Doctrine 1n- 
deed ! So to worſhip the Altar, whereof to bow is an 
EXTET=» 
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external Ac, though not with an intention to wor- 
ſbip the Creature, 1s ſtill a worſhipping of the Creature. 
This outward a& of Bowing, forbidden of God to be 
done to any Creature, muſt need be appropriated to 
the Altar. *'Tis not enough to deny to clear themſelves 
from it 5 elſe Papiſts denying they worſhip Images, 
would be a good Excuſe. . We cannot judge of Man's 
Intentions but by his Actions. In God's Words to El:- 
jah, quoted by St. Paul, Roms. 2. 4. two things are ob- 
ſervable to good purpoſe: 1 have reſerved ſever thou- 
fand Men (he faith not, they reſerved themſelves) who 


have not (he doth not ſay worſhipped in their heart, 


but ) bowed the knee to Baal. The Intention is not 
mentioned, but the outward Act is, which God takes 
ſpecial notice of. - | 

To compare the Circumſtance of Worſhipping to- 
wards the Altar, to that of the Fews Worlhipping to- 
wards the Ark, where were the Cherubims, is to make 
a very lame Parallel, till they can prove two things : 
Firſt, That as the Cherubims, by God's ſpecial Com- 
mand, were about the Ark, in ſuch a place of the Taber- 
zacle 3 ſo the Altar is with them, by the fame Autho- 
rity, in ſuch a place of the Church, facing ſuch a Point 
of the Compaſs, and raild about. Secondly, That God 
hath commanded them to worſhip towards their A/tays, 
as he did the Fews to worſhip towards the Ark; which 
we defie them ever to do. But I am in this Point gone 
further than I intended; though more might be ſaid 
upon it, and upon Croſs and Surplice 3 but . this 1s 
enough to ſhew, that the Author hath no cauſe to be 
angry; for we do him no injury, when we fay they 
have amongſt them the praftice of ſome Popiſh Cere- 
monies, which 12 the other Points I can clearly deinon- 
ſtrate; and I take him to be one of thoſe, who have 
been heard to ſay, They would fooner be Papiſts than 


Presbvteriansz but that againſt fome other time, 
| Now 
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Now I find him in an Extaſte, and doting upon, 
or admiring at ſome places of the Royal Portraiture 
but with us, that's no Argument to prove the keeping 
an Anniverſary: I love to read good things, 'and 'to 
make a right uſe of them, only in every thing we do, 
let us keep within bounds, He beſtows his pag. 27. up- 
4 on theſe Quotations z but as-I ſpeak not againſt the 
Perſon, ſo I ſay nothing againſt the Book 3 let it be 
whoſe it will, I am not concern'd, thongh I believe *cis 
for him a cauſe of great grief, that others cannot have 
of both the ſame Opinion he hath ; but he mnſt excuſe 
us, for I live by Rules more than follow Examples. 
This Point I have ſpoken my Mind about, in my Obſer- 
vations, ſo at this time ſhall trouble my ſelf no more 
concerning itz I do not, nor ever intended, to wrong 
the Reputation of any Man, dead or alive, God forbid, 
T do not think that King Charlers Reſt and Credit doth 
1n the leaſt depend upon that Book, being his or ano- 
-ther Man's; and when I ſpeak againſt his Aznverſary, 
1 think not in the leaſt to derogate from his Memory 3 
for that's not his a&, and fo hath nothing to do in it. 
-*Tis not any thing I have againſt that King that makes 
me diſlike the keeping that Day, but only becauſe we 
-believe God is thereby offended. 


Now, I thank God, he begins to draw towards an 
end, and then one would think his Venom ſhould be 
ſomewhat ſpent; but upon the account of the other 
Anniverſary, which he doth begin to ſpeak of pag. 34. 
we find the contrary, as fooliſh and violent as ever; 
but we are already well uſed to his ways; nay, we ob- 
ſerv'd it from the beginning 3 for in him hath been ve- 

prev, 12,15, Tified Solomon's Saying, A fool's; Wrath is preſently known. 
.Here he contiunes his old way of arguing, firſt, as good 

as this : Except this Birth and Reſtoration be kept, a// 
Proceeding: in Weſtminſter-Hal/, as the AF for the 

| Attain- 
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Attainder of ſeveral Perſons guilty of his Father's Death , 
are repealed and reverſed : A rare Conſequence from the 
Premiſes; then he is very liberal as uſually of his ill 
Language againſt Parties and Perſons, all which we 
might forgive him if he would ſtop there, and not Spue 
out his Venom againſt Heaven, which certainly ſhall fall 
upon his Face, and arraign God himſelt for his Decree, 
and ridicale that adorable Counſel of his Predeſtination, 
as he doth in the ſame Page, .and which I took notice 
of before, ſeeing he hath a mind to be Unjaſt and Filthy, 
Let him be Unjuſt and Filthy ſtill; but upon his account 


with David we muſt fay, The Works of God are very great, Rev. 22. tt. 
and his Thoughts very deep, a brutiſh Man knoweth them Pal. 92. $1 6+ 


ot, neither doth a Fool underſtand this, Tis not I but 
the Spirit of God that faith ſo: For a farther Ornament 
of his Diſcourſe, and ſetting forth that rational Argu- 
ment of his juſt now mentioned, he brings in one of his 
uſual Stories, of a Surly Rogue that hath been lick'd, &c. 

It he would and could he might well have obſerved 
in my Page 11. and other places, we are not againſt 
but for days of Humiliation and Thankſgiving, attended 
with ſuch due Circumſtances as are confonant with the 
Word of God, wherein theſe Thirtieth of Jarnary and 
Twenty ninth of May in my Obſervations I proved to 
be deficient 3 I love not to rake out things, for I made 
it appear,-I am for Acts of Oblivion, ſpecially relating 
'to Dead Men, for I know it to be contrary to the Will 
of God, and to the Rules of Charity and Prudence 
I meddle not with Perſons, only I ſpeak of things: I 
know King Charles II. had ſome good things in him, and 
as the good things that are in a Man ſhall acver make 
me to approve of or commend tae Evil that i;1on him 3 
ſo the evil things that are in a Man, never make me 
condemn the Good that is in him, le: Blame and Praiſe 
attend their due Objedts 3 but withall, the greateſt 
Admirers of that King muſt own, that as he was a _ 
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ſo he had his Failings 3 thoſe that: ariſe out of Hamane 
Infirmity may be excuſed, it they are of ſach a Nature 
as to admit it, or at leaſt to be pittied, but truly thoſe 
that are effe&s of a ſtrong Corruption in Nature, Pre- 
ſamptuous, Willfal, and contracted into an Habit, muſt 
no ways be approved, flattered or commended ; theſe 
laſt things I ſpeak of as modeſtly as can be, and the 
whole Nation knows what I mean; but thoſe ſtrong 
and different Streams of Vice which I complain to have 
overflowed the Nation, are not Slander nor meer Fancy, 


"being obvious to the Eyes of all Peoplez and 1 think it 


to be no Sin to defire it may be reſtrained ang ſup- 
preſſed, asI'do again and again 3 I do not, as hefally 
accuſes me, Libel that King at random, God forbid, if 
that bad been my deſign, which never was, I had gone 
on in a contrary way to that I have taken, but I have 
forborn naming ſo much as one Inſtance of many which 
ſeveral in the Nation know of: If our Author's edge 
had been turned another way, then indeed we could 
have heard of many things with Enlargements, but the 
World may know he and I go upon different Ground 
and oppoſite Principlesz for, as far as God 1s pleaſed 
to enable me, I follow good Examples and avoid bad 
ones: But becauſe he preſſes me ſo much with backeſt 
Scandals, &c. he forces out of me a thing which I was 
w1lling to be ſilent in, though fo publick as the whole 
Naticn knows, that he ſtained the latter end of his 
Reign with ſhedding Innocent Blood, which perhaps, 
for I adore all Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, was 
the cauſe of his days being ſhortned : As to what he 
ſaith of his great Clemency and Kindnels after his Reſro- 
ration, to thoſe who had been agz1nft his Iatereſt, who, 
he ſlinderouſly faith, Hypocrited their AFions and Diſſe- 
zmlated a Joy,  T muſt tell him, he is grofly raſtaken, 
for his own Friends, betore he was re{tored, dared not 
70 appear, if 1 may fo fay, they might. not litt up, wy 

| ands 
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Hands any where but at the Bar; thoſe who had been 
for the Parlizment were the great and chief Inſtru- 
wents to bring him in, whoſe Names are well known, 
_ and we very well remember that which thoſe of his 
* Party may not forget, of the Attempt to bring him in 
not long before hz was, wherein many ventured their 
Lives, and ſome loſt them, which at that time in the 
Printed Gazettes was, to my certain Knowledge, called 
Bellum Presbyteriale, the Presbyterian War 3 and that 
King himſelf after, in one of his firſt Speeches in Parlia- 
ment, inviting them to ſettle things, ſaid thus, My Lords 
and Gentlemen, Except ye help me ta diſperſe the Fear which 
poſſeſſes the Hearts of People, you will hinder me from per- 
forming my Promiſe, without which neither you nor I had 
been here 5 wherefore let 1s not deceive thoſe that brought us 
together, or ſuffered us to meet here: This Authority is 
authentick tor the Man, and I know where that Speech 
1s to be ſeen. After this I ſhall not trouble my ſelf with 
the very few fooliſh Lines remaining of his Pamphler, 
nor-with his Impertinent new Diſcovery or Viſton, he 
hath enough ſurfeited up another way, only I add, Let 
him if he can, diſprove what in my Pages 13 and 14, 
I ſay of Charles II. | 

As to the Point of Anniverſaries, I ſhall very briefly 
bring in a new Matter to the Charge, 'cis about a third 
Anniverſary which once we had, and ſhould have had 
continued, if one Man, now in Fraxce, and been here 
ſtil], that 1s, the Sixth of Febrnary, called the King's-day, 
or King James's Coronation day, a Man, who bzing a 
profeſſed Papiſt, was thereby become a declared Enemy 
to our Religionz it was attended with the ſame Mate- 
rials and Workmanſhip as the other two, that is, Collect, 
Epiſtle and Goſpel, as we have it in the Prayer-books 
Printed 1n his time 5 theſe Anniverſaries are of a good 
Breed, of a multiplying Nature, within thirty Years or 
thereabouts we had three, and no doubt it things _ 
1 held 
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held in that Channe), a kind of a Miraculous Birth of 
a Suppoſed Prince of Wales had been a jaſt ground for 
another, for ſuch a ſignal Mercy of an Reir Male to the 
Crown, ſurely would have deſerved an Yearly Thank(- 
giving-day 3 thus the Prayer-book had been ſwelled 
with new Rubricks, Colle&s, ec. and the Nation been 
overgrown therewith, and ſo from time to time we 
had never wanted Occaſions or Pretentions of multi- 
plying to an Infinite. I dare ſay our Author is an Ob- 
ſerver in private of that Sixth of February ; thus there 
had been no end, for Superſtition will not be kept with- 
in Bounds or Meaſures ; and here I muſt make the Au- 
thor, who in ſeveral places doth unjuſtly brand us with 
Innovations, ſee how ſuch Anniverſaries are Innova - 
tions, for here we had no ſuch thing before King Charles's 
Reſtoration , wherefore let there be no more ſuch a 
Scuffle about Dead Bodies, 

Now, with the help of God I muſt proceed to ſome 
few Obſervations, and that as bri-fly as I can: Firſt, 
He hath.not returned me one Text of Scripture for ſo 
many I have given yet the Word of God is to be judge 
of theſe Controverſies; but indeed his way of Dif- 
courſing is altogether inconſiſtent with that Holy Word; 
then I fay, moſt of my Reaſons are untouched, and 
hardly any thing anſwered, and nothing to the 
purpoſe 3 nothing ſaid againſt my Poſition, That for 
ſach Anniverſaries there is no Precept nor Prefident in 
Scripture, the three pretended out of the Old Teſta- 
ment I refuted, and not' one word of the Refutation 
taken notice of, nor nothing ſaid either to excuſe or 
juſtifie that violent Spirit in thoſe Sermons I com- 
plained of, only this, Their Goſpel-Talents muſt not be 
wrap'd up in an Idle Napkin of Silence and Oblivion ; 
which how Satisfa&ory an anſwer it 1s, I leave any 
Rational Man to judge 3 and indeed he had no room 
for Sober and Serious Diſcourſe, his being wholly ſtaffed: 

With. 
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with Invectives; I conld inſtance ſeveral other Parti- 
culars in my Obſervations, which he hath not taken 
notice of in the leaſt, whereby one may ſee he hath 
loſt his Gauſe: But not to trouble my ſelf any. longer 
as to thp, I leave it to any Impartial Reader to com- 
pare his Book with mine, which I do earneſtly deſire, 
and it will be found in many things he quite flies off 
from the Matter, and ſeeing I now am upon my Cozz- 
Feſſzoy, IT declare ] could never have thought there 
could in one Man meet ſo much of ill Nature, of ill 
Breeding, and fo much of Brutiſhneſs, that one ſhould: 
be ſo Unreaſonable and Unrational, for he ceaſeth to 
be a Man, and a Chriſtian too, if ever he was ſach z: 
he would bite and devour it he could, bur cannot ,. 
and *tis hardly worth throwing a Stone at him : I am: 
forry he bath ſo much forced me out of my way of 
writing, which ever was, as every Honeſt Man's ought 
to be, with Moderation and Meekneſs, not with Fero- 
city and Brutiſhneſs, as I found his to be. 

But there is worſe than this , for he ſtrives in the 
moſt odious Terms he can, to traduce us as Enemies 
to Church and State, but believe him not, for I find 
he is uſed to Lye: As to the firſt we ſubſcribe, to the 
Dodrinal part of the Thirty nine Articles, and are for 
a Government and Diſcipline in the Church , for a 
Miniſtry by way of Office and in a lawful Calling, con- 
trary to his falſe Aſperſions Page 6 and 24, We fay 
DoGrine is the Soul whereby the Church liveth, and. 
Diſcipline the Sinews by which Feeling and Motion is 
conveyed, and the Church thereby maintained 3 and 
yet we find ſome, as this Man, who hate Diſcipline, 
except it be their own, without confidering whether 
or not it be Chriſt's, and the very name of it, as they 
abhor Reformation 3 Diſcipline keeps things in order, . 
and Reformation reſtores them to a due State after 


Abuſes and Diſorders: So that whoſoever is an Enemy 
\ to: 
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held in that Channel, a kind of a Miraculous Birth of 
a Suppoſed Prince of Wales had been a jaſt ground for 
another, for ſuch a ſignal Mercy of an Reir Male to the 
Crown, ſurely would have deſerved an Yearly Thankf- 
giving-day 3 thus the Prayer-book had been ſwelled 
with new Rubricks, Colleqs, ec. and the Nation been 
overgrown therewith, and ſo from time to time we 
had never wanted Occaſions or Pretentions of multi- 
plying to an Infinite. I dare ſay our Author is an Ob- 
ſerver in private of that Sixth of. February 3 thus there 
had been no end, for Superſtition will not be kept with- 

in Bounds or Meaſares 3 and here I muſt make the Au- 
thor, who in ſeveral places doth unjuſtly brand us with 
Innovations, ſee how ſuch Anniverſaries are Innova- 
tions, for here we had no ſuch thing before King Charless 
Reſtoration , wherefore let there be no more ſuch a 
Scuffle about Dead Bodies, 

Now, with the help of God: I muſt proceed to ſome: 
few Obſervations, and that as briefly as I can: Firſt; 
He hath.not returned me one Text of Scripture for ſo 
many I have given; yet the Word of God is to be judge 
of theſe Controverſies; but indeed his way of Diſ- 
courſing is altogether inconſiſtent with that Holy Word; 
then I ſay, moſt of my Reaſons are untouched , and 
hardly any. thing anſwered, and nothing to the 
purpoſe 3 nothing ſaid againſt my Poſition, That for 
ſach Anniverſaries there is no Precept nor Prefident in 
Scripture, the three pretended out of the Old Teſta- 
ment I refated,. and not: one word of the Refutation 
taken notice of, nor nothing ſaid either to excuſe or 
juſtifie that violent Spirit in thoſe Sermons I com- 
plained of, only this, Their Goſpel-Talents muſt not be 
wrap'd. up in an Idle: Napkin of Silence and Oblivion 5 
which how SatisfaQory an anſwer it 1s, I leave any 
Rational Man to judge 5; and indeed he had no room 
for Sober and Serious Diſcourſe, his being wholly ſtaffed 
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with Invectives; I could inſtance ſeveral other Parti- 
culars in my Obſervations, which he hath not taken 
notice of in the leaſt, whereby one may ſee he hath 
toſt his Cauſe: But not to trouble my ſelf any longer 
as to this, I leave it to any Impartial Reader to com- 
pare his Book with mine, which I do earneſtly deſire, 
and it will be found in many things he quite flies off 
from the Matter, and ſeeing I now am upon my Com 
feſſwon, I declare ] could never have thought there 
could in one Man meet ſo much of ill Nature, of ill 
Breeding, and fo much of Brutiſhneſs, that one ſhould: 
be ſo Unreaſonable and Unrational, for he ceaſeth to 
be a Mar, and a Chriſtian too, if ever he was fach 5: 
he would bite and devour if he could, bur cannot. 
and *tis hardly worth throwing a Stone at him : I am: 
forry he hath ſo much forced me out of my way of 
writing, which ever was, as every Honeſt Man's ought: 
to be, with Moderation and Meekneſs, not with Fero-- 
city and Brutiſhngſs, as I found his to be. 

Bat there 1s Yorle than this , for he ſtrives in the 
moſt odious Terms he can, to traduce us as Enemies 
to Church and State, but believe. him not, for I find. 
he is uſed to Lye: Asto the firſt we ſubſcribe, to the 
DoGrinal part of the Thirty nine Articles, and are for 
2 Government and Diſcipline in the Church , for a 
Miniſtry by way of Office and in a-lawful Calling, con- 
trary to his falſe Aſperſions Page 6 and 24, We fay 
DoGdrine is the Soul whereby the Church liveth,. and- 
Diſcipline the Sinews by which Feeling and Motion is. 
conveyed, and the Church thereby maintained 3: and: 
yet we find ſome, as this Man,- who hate Ditfcipline, 
except it be their own, withgut confidering whether 
or not it be Chriſt's, and the very. name of it, as they 
abhor Reformation 3 Diſcipline keeps things in-order, . 
and Reformation reſtores them to a due State after - 
Abuſes.and Diſorders: So that whoſoever is an Enemy, 
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to Reformation, proclaims himſelf to be ſuch ro Order 
and Diſcipline in the Church, and is thereby a Favourer 
of Confufion 5 and 'tis not enough for one to pretend 
to it, for good Deſires fignifie nothing without earneſt 
Endeavoursz do ye the Work and leave the Succeſs to 
God 3 and firſt begin at home: 1s the Heart affcCted ? 
Do you ſpeak teelingly > Do you make Conſcience of 


your ways? If fo, then let me ſay, as long as we have 


ſuch Members, and ſuch Governours of a Church, 
we fhall be fare not to want Order and Diſcipline 
in 1t. p 

As to the things wherein they and we do differ, let 
us, according to the ſeveral Rules about it we have in 
the New Teſtament, in Charity and the Spirit of Meck- 
neſs, endeavour to Inſtru& and Inform, but chiefly to 
Edifie one another, and not put out one anothers Eyes, 
or have no other Terms but the Law of the Conqueror 
over the Conquered 3 we ſhall be ready to meet you 
in that Spirit, and though we were the ſtrongeſt, it were 
unreaſonable if we ſhould attempt to preſcribe you any 


thing, we never pretended to give any Frame of Wor- 


ſhip or Government but what are ſet down in the 
Word of God, that indeed we ſtand for, and deſire to 
have nothing ſettled in the Church but what 1s accor- 
ding to the Rule of Scripture 3 let there be nothing 
but what there is a Warrant for out of it: In order 
thereunto all our defire is, that Caufe with Caule, 
Ground with Ground, and Matter with Matter, be 
compared and determined, not to ſee things managed 
with Partiality, Faction and Intereſt, as in the Council 
of Trent, for then that which is intended for a Remedy 
ſtrengthneth the Diſeaſes and to ſpeak with Naziarzer, 
difofverh not, but fixeth Evil; at firſt a Council by 
Emperor and Princes asked of Popes was a Terror, 
chiefly a free one, for *tis certain a guilty Man will 
never be, if he can help it, for coming tq his _ 

or 
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for fear of being condemned 3 fo they that are Con- 
ſctous to themſelves of Abuſes and Corruptions, will, 
as long as they can, avoid coming to a Reformation, 
which is defired in a quiet and peaceable way, the Word 
of God alone being the Judge. 

We are content in the Enjoyment of the. Indulgence 
which they envy us, and ſome have preached againſt 
before the higheſt: Aſſemblies, and, as we ought, give 
God Thanks for it, if they will but let us alone, and 
not go about as they do to provoke the Superior 
Powers againſt us, by means of thoſe Violent Sermons 
they preach every Year npon thoſe Anniverſaries, when 
for fear old Diviſions ſhould be forgotten, they renew 
the Memory of them with a Witneſs. . In ſeveral places 
he charges us with Hypocrifie, the Plague of the Heart, 
whereof God alone is the Searcher and ought to be 
the Judge: This is between God and ns, and not be- 
tween us and him: But the Objedion I anſwered in 
my Obſervations Page 41. he breaks looſe upon us with 
ſo much Bitterneſs, as to call us Champions of Diſſention, 
P. 25. Miſcreants, P. 33. Aſſaſſanes in the Poſtſcript-Ad- 
vertiſement, and fathereth upon us, Slander, Rebellion, 
Lyes, Perfidiouſneſs, Villanies, Treacherous Conſpiracies, 
and what not ? Any thing that comes into his Head, 
in his Eye we are the Horrideſt Monſters in Nature, not 
to be ſuffered to live, as bad if not worſe than the 
Devil, who if God gave him leave would not blacken 
us ſo much as he doth, as it appears out of his Method, 
when before God he ſuggeſted what he did againſt Fob, Job 1 & 2. 
Thus were the firſt Chriſtians miſrepreſented by their - 
Enemies,fuch mmm ns deſerve not to beallowed 
a Pencil in the Hand, for they never make the Copy to 
reſemble the Original. Such Language as this, and ſuch 
Sermons as we complain of, we have reaſon to look 
upon as ſo many Bartholomew Bells rung for a Mzilacre : 


In things we differ about, let us argue like Men, and 
not 
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not tear like Beaſts. But *cis not enough to make ns 
Enemies to the Church, the Deſign is to proclaim us 
ſuch to the State-3. firſt, as if we were Innovators, 
which in ſome places he would charge us with, in rela- 
tion to Church as to State, as in Page 9g. If by No- 
velties in Church he means Reformation, we. own we 
_ defire that Innovation as was from the Ceremonial Law 
to the Goſpel, ſuch an Innovation. as hapned when the 
Gentiles forſook their Idols to ſerve the Living God 
and believe in Chriſt; ſuch as when our Fathers came 
out-of Rowifp Babylon, ſuch Innovations and Reforma- 
tion we are for, and of what remaineth amongſt us of 
that Spiritual Sodoxz, we are for; to deſire to go to 
the Spring is no-Innovationz we are for that Good Old 
way mentioned in Scripture, for that which was from 
the Beginning, as 'tis our Saviour's Method in his Ser- 
mon upon the Mount, te Reform and bring things to 
the old Channel, and to what they were at firſt ; one 
faid well, Ind vernn quod primum : But all Innovations 
againſt the Dofrine of Chriſt, or of his Apoſtles, were 
much againſt, and look upon them as Pernicious z ſo 
when there creeps any Abules into the State, we could 
heartily wiſh to have them redreſſed in a Legal and 
Parliamentary way3-and we.think .it not blameworthy, 
when in a due Courſe 'tis asked by thoſe that have a 
right to do it. 

To make us Odious to Authority, they call us Com- 
20nwealth-mern, we own it in ſome Sence, that is, for 
the Common Pablick Good, in Oppoſition to Private 
Intereſt 3 and we think he is not an Honeſt Man, who 
is not of that Principle, but a Democratical and meerly 
" Popular Government, or any contrary to that ſettled 
by the Laws we are againſt.: They ſay we are not for 
Monarchy, not for ſuch as overthrows the Laws, ille- 
gally diſſolves Charters, invades the Subje&s Properties, 
openeth Popiſh Chappels all the Nation over, ſets up 
| Papiſts 
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Papiſts in thoſe places which by Law they are excluded 
from : Ina word, A Tyrannical and Abſolute Vionarchy 

we do not love, but ſuch a one wherein the King hath 

" his aft Prerogative, Parliaments their Privileges, and 
Peoplc their Rights and Liberty 3 and the Law of the 
Land 1s the Standing Rule of Government 3 ſuch a Mo+ 
narchy, with Hearts, Hands and Parſes, we will Stand, 
Live and Die for : And none but Vilains will call us, 
as Page 33. Implacable and  Impenitent Adverſaries to Mo- 
zarchy and preſent Majeſty; and to be for a Fartaſtick, 
Anarchy, P. 34. © | | 

Another thing, and that is very Important, we muſt 
ſpeak of, He hath not been- ſatisfied to 'abuſe us in 
relation to things already mentioned, he hath, as it 
were to defie God himſelf, reviled our Holy Faith 3 TI 
am apt to believe, one. word which drop'd from my 

Pen, and that is Arminianiſm, hath hit him to the 
quick, for now and then he is Spewing out his Venom 
concerning thoſe Points againſt Grace , about thoſe 
Matters which I look upon to be ſo Fundamental to 
true Chriſtian Religion, if-there was an 'occalion he 
ſhould find me very Severe, but that is a large Field 
not to be entred upon at this time : The place wherein 
he chiefly foams out his Rage'is Page 11. The Stander-by 
may ſee us thrown, at their Will and Pleaſure, into Soci- 
zianiſm, Arrianiſm , Anabaptiſm , Calviniſm, Common- 
wealthiſm, or any other Hereticaliſzr. Methinks Pela- 

gianiſz might well have come in and made a Rhime 
with the reſt; but he hath his Reaſon to the contrary, 
he muſt not bring in one of his Anceſtors amongſt He- 
reticks, for Pelagizs was Arminias's Grand-father, for 

Arminians are Semi-pelagians, ' this is no place to ſpeak 
of that Genealogy : - Calvin he placeth among(t Here- 
ticks, and makes his Opinions as abominable Hereſi:s 
as Vocinians, &c. This Man who pretends to ſuch a 


Tenderneſs for the Memory and Reputation of the 
K Dead, 
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Dead, doth here clearly ſhew ns, how to ſay is one 
thing, and to do another 3 that eminent Inſtrument of 
Reformation from Popery, hath a name ſettled amongſt 
all Reformed except Arwinies) Churches, beyond the 
reach of ſome Deſpicable Wretches in the World ; ?ris 
welt known how high a Value and Eſteem, as might 
appear by ſeveral Inſtances, our firſt Reformers here 
had for him, "bat I want room for the prefent to vin- 
dicate his Perſon and Dod@rinez it may very well be 
faid of him, what St. Paul fpeaks of another, The Bro- 
ther, whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel thraughout all the 
Churches, It cannot be ſaid that he was Socinian, Arrian, 
Pelagian or Anabaptiſt, for he hath powerfully written 
againſt thoſe Herefies: If he was an Heretick, ſeeing he 
will have him to be one,he muſt call him an Arg»ſtiriar, 
for in Matters of Grace, none can deny but that he goes 
hand in hand with A»ſi#/#: 

Is not this a pretty return of the Man to what I faid, 
that ſome of our Church-men would, in my Opinion, 
do better, inſtead of being ſo Hot upon a Difpnte 
about a Book whoſe it is, to write againſt Svcintaniſm, 
which is riding in Triumphantly. I know a Worthy, 
and one of their chief Members, hath written ſome- 
thing well upon that ſabjeq, but another hath done it 
in ſicch a way, being Ambitions to tread new Paths and 
be Singnlar,as hath er up Diſputes between himand 
ſome Brother of his, who ts, upon gaod reaſon, for 
keeping in the old way 3 I do not fay that onr Author 
ſhould concern himſelf againft Socinians, for what 
Afﬀinity he may happen to have with them, I cannot 
tel], I am ſure fome of his Ar-7#iar Gang have; but in 
cafe he had not, he would not be proper for it, in that 
he hath no Convincing way z he anſwers Arguments 
only with ill Language, he would Rant and He@or, 
and if he could bring down Fire from Heaven to con- 
fime whom he loveth not, we have a freſh Experience 
of it, and amongſt other places in his P. 13. As 
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As I perceive, this Man hath undertaken to be the 
Champion not only of the Church of Exglazd, but alſo 
of that of Rowe, tor indeed in this very thing he takes 
up the Cudgels for them againſt all that are withdrawn 
from her Communion; and this is the Cauſe of all 
Proteſtant Reformed Churches : What is meant by Cal- 
viniſze, I conceive it to be the Doctrine and Opinions 
of Calvin, and do not all Proteſtant Churches beyond 
Sea, except Lntherans, which have Tranſubſtantiation 
and Ubiquity z nay, do not we our ſelves agree in 
the Dodrinal part with Calvin £ Let us peruſe the 
Body of the ſeveral Confeſſions of Faith of thoſe For- 
reign Churches, and compare them with our Thirty 
nine Articles, as to the DoGrinal part, and we ſhall 
find they all agree in DoQtrines of Fauth ; Is not this to 
bring in Popiſh Batteries amongſt us, and plainly to 
betray the Proteſtant Cauſe ? Is not this to help our 
Enemies and the Wicked? We know how Jehoſhaphat 
was reproved for having joyned with Ahab, after he 


was returned in Peace to his Houſe, Jehu the Sor of 


Hanani the Seer, went ont to meet him, and ſaid to King 
Jehoſhaphat, Shonldeft thou help the Ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord? Therefore is Wrath npon thee 


from before the Lord, This Man calls Calvin an Heretick, 


but doth he. make it appear, he faith but doth not prove, 
we are not Sworn to his words, doth he think we will 
take his bare word for it, there isno reaſon, Principles 
of Treth we ftand upon, but he underftands it no more 
than Pilate, who asked what it was. 

I fay this falſe Accuſation is a Libel againſt other Pro- 
teſftant Churches, he doth ere&t himſelf into a Gol;ah, 
who deſpiſeth and defieth all the Armies of the Lord: 
This is highly and openly to appear for the Romiſh 
Cauſe, after this rate down with all Proteſtant Churches 
and up. with Popery, O! Te/ it not in Gath, publiſh it 
20t in Askelon, leafs the Darghters of the Philiſdines re- 
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jozce. What a Joy for Papiſts, both at home and abroad, 
to hear one in Loxdor hath in Print condemned- for 
the worſt of Hereticks all Charches that are withdrawn 
from that of Rome, Is it not a Shame to-hear it? And 
will it not be a greater Shame to ſaffer it? It is very 
well worth the Pains of thoſe that are concerned to 
look to it: The Laws do forbid all Commerce with 
the Romiſh Church, and 'tis Treaſon to be reconciled 
toit, or to Seduce others to do ſo, to write againſt 
that Churches Enemies 1s to write for it, to write for it, 
is to go about to Seduce People to be reconciled to it, 
which is Paniſhable by the Laws 3 this 1s too much to 
favour Rome: Did the greateſt Stickler of the Church 
of Rome ever call our Holy Religion worſe than Hereſee ; 
herein he jaſtifies the more Violent Papiſts, amongft 
whom have been many, who 1n this caſe had more, Mo- 
deration and leſs Impudence than he 3 we call Heaven 
and Earth to record, and do .Solemnly declare the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe to be herein Perfidiouſly betray'd. 

There are thoſe in the World, who being ſo Hard- 
hearted as never to be willing to forgive them that 
really, or in'their Opinion only, -have offended them ; 
when they fay the [Lord's Prayer, 'do Jeave. out the 
fifth Petition, . becauſe they are not willing to- forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt them, though they would 
have God to forgive them their Treſpafles; but our 
Bleſſed Saviour, in his Divine Wiſdom, hath ſo twiſted 
them, that they muſt go together: There is no Pardon 
for us, except we forgive others. Thus our Author, as 
we may reaſonably believe, doth not joyn with the 
Church, though a pretended high Church-man, in that 
Prayer of the Common-Prayer-Book, wherein we Pray 
God to forgive our Perſecutors and Slanderers ; May be 
he will give the Reaſon why he doth not ? That he 
hath not nor ever had, as to himſelf, occaſion to uſe 
that Prayer, for he never was Perſecuted or Slandered, 

having 
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having always been, and deſirous to be, on the Perſe- 
cuting and Slandering ſide. This Man I produce as a 
Witnels to prove what [ ſaid of the Violence of the 
Spirit, and the Principles of {o6me of them, and I think 
his Evidence ſpeaks home, and what I alſo ſaid of their 
Practiſe againſt Difſenters: In my weak Apprehenſion 
this Learned Pen had done better and a more Praiſe- 
worthy thing, to have written againſt Sociniars, but 
them we do not mind, they are our Friends, and to 
make ufe of his words, herein we are 1a a Levitical Slug, 
but as ſoon as a Nonconformiſt's Book, exhorting to 
Union and Reformation, comes out, then Tooth and 
Nail agaiaſt it, and would condemn it to the Fite. 
 Thelong and the ſhort of the Buſinels is this, They 
are for Vengeance, we are told P 3. fomething we 
muſt expe# from an Injured, or fo thinking himſelf , 
Loyaliſt, and diſturbed Privado : They are not for Peace 
or Reconciliation, as P. 13. [reſpaſſes of the firſt Magni- 
tude muſt not be forgotten, nor petty [ajuries forgiven, P.17. 
'Tis no Chriſtian Logick, to lay it were better to forget 
thoſe things than to renew the Memory of them which 
continues Diviſions; for, Their Goſpel-Talents mmſt not 
be wrapt up in an Idle Napkin of Silence and Oblivion, 
they muſt Preach and Evangelize the Jews (and Miſcreants, 
and Exquiſite Impoſtors, and Aſſaſſenes, or ſuch Furioxs © 
Afailants as Presbyterians are, as they call us P. 33. and 
43.) out of the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, P. 19, Schif- 
maticks and FaCtious, ibid. We are for Claſhing Deſtru- 
Fiow in Churh and State, P. 5. In ſhore, We are Rogues, 
Martherers, Enemies to the Government, infected with 
Seditious DoGrines, P. 23, And what elſe worſe can 
be conceived of Men: He ſaith much, but proveth no- 
thing at all 3 he hath learned the Maxim, Calumniare 
fortiter &» aliquid herebit: Do but Slander boldly and © 
ſomething will ſtick : If he had given any Grounds, 


which he cannot, for ſuch things, we would have en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured to anſwer himz but our trne-Snd ſhort an- 

ſwer to ſuch Men is this, tormerly made uſe of by ano- 

ther, Memtiris impudentiſſime, Thou art a moſt Impu- 

dent Lyar. In ſach a caſe, when Reaſon doth not pre- 

vail, theſe are the laſt Weapons to be made uſe of, 

=_ are for Peace, but when we ſpeak they are for 
ar. 

Hereupon we have cauſe to make a Serious Refle- 
Cion , we are traduced for what we are not; they 
themſelves declare they breath out after our Ruin and 
Deſtru&ion, and we cannot but ſee what we maſt ex- 
pet from them, if ever it was in their Power to Undo 
and Murther us; this is clear out of ſeveral places of 
the Pamphlet, If there be any Secular Care of the Scepter, 
if any Pious Regard for the Mitre, if there be any Security 
for their preſent Majeſties, P. 3. Whence doth all this 
ariſe, and to what doth it tend? See Page 25. I aw 
afraid, he would ſay, I hope, ere long they will both, 


_ that is, both divided Church-Parties, be »pox the Bear, 


that is, the Diflenters. This is a Healing Spirit, -a 
Helliſh one rather, which is the Author of Jealouſfies, 
Diviſions and Animoſities 3 this threatning Notfe would 
awake us if we were afleep, but latet angnis 3n herbs - 
For what we know there is a Defign to work Troubles, 
thereby to make way for a Beloved King James; they 
had rather Popery and Tyranny ſhould come in, than 
that we ſhould be at Peace and enjoy our Liberty; 
Quietneſs we are for, and they for War, for which-I 
appeal, as before, to all their Sermons upon ſuch days; 
nay, we muſt be a Sacrifice to Love and Loyalty, Hononr 
and Honeſty, Courage and Conftancy, P. 4. ﬀ Herein all is 
right, and nothing amiſs: The Wiſe Man often ſpeaks 
of a Fool, one of the Characters he gives of him is this, 


Prov, 12. 15. The way of a Fool i right in his own Eyes. 


N To 
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To ſpeak fach Language, is it not to move Sedition, 
to foment Diviſion, ro blow the Trumpet of Civil War, 
and to be a Firebrand ? *Tis indeed to have a Virulent 
Tongue z well hath the Spirit of God ſpoken of and 


deſcribed ſach a ona The Poiſon of Aſps is under his Row.3. 13, 14, 
Lips, his Month is full of Curſing aud Bitterneſs, and the "7 


ways of Peace hath he not known, I am apt to believe, 
this Occaſion about Anniverſaries is but a Pretence to 
vent out Malice, for 'tis hardly. poſſible for a Man to 
be ſo Idolizing and Doting upon the Aſhes of one whom 
likely he never ſaw, and may be never heard much of, 
buc by means of byaſſed Tongues and Pens : Obſerve him 
we)l, and it will eaſily be found out, how all this Zeal 
of his, hath for Obj=& the Living more than the Dead ; 
that all his Afﬀections are concentered in one Male re- 
maining in the Family, and that there is a King James 
in the bottom ; for one that hath but common Sence 
and Reaſon, may perceive, how moſt if not all theſe 
high-flown Church-men are Jacobites, and ſhelter their 
Hatred of the preſent Government under that Pretence. 
They now ſee, how of themfelves they are not able 
to bring him back again, therefore they would, if they 
can, cauſe Diforders and put things in a Convullion, 
that Confafion may accompliſh their Ends, and they 
to Fiſh the better in Troubled Water : But we hope, 
from the Prudence of thoſe that are concerned, they 
ſhall not carry the Point to the Prejudice of thoſe who 
once were ſo cruelly ufed by the Means and Influences 
of that Abdicated King, that between him and them, 
there is neceſfarily an unreconcilable Enmnty : So that 
npon the acconnt of and in Conformity to their Hearty 
Aﬀettion and Intereſt, they will ever be ready with 
Lives and Fortnnes, and whatſoever 1s Near and Dear 
unto them, to oppoſe the Popiſh Tyrannical Intereſt 
of that Man, and of all his Adherents, amongſt whom, 
F think vpon reaſonable Grounds, we may reckon _ 
Author, 


A Sober Vindication of the Obſervations upon the 


Author, who no doubt is not alone, - but there be many 
more that are of his Principles, though many be not fo 
as he ſeems to undertake for. Now I have done with 
him, and leave him to his Keeper. 

I once more declare my Grief, that I have ſometimes 
been engaged to ſpeak plainly 3 indeed hard words are 
quite out of my way, and contrary to my Nature, but 
Neceſlity and the Rack have extorted them from me: 
However the Party tRat brought it upon himſelf, may 
happen to be the better for it 5 and it may prove to be 
no Injury, to pull a Man by the Hair, to ſave him from 
the Fire or Drowning. | ( 
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Nſead of raking old Tales, as he doth in his new Diſco- 
4 very, &c. which I am not concerned to take notice of, 
and which ouly doth Exaſperate old Wounds and Soars. : 
I here ſet down ſomething more to the purpoſe, namely, 
The Opinion of a Senſible and Moderate Gentleman, whom: 
T declare I neither know nor he me, as I think, concerning 
our Author's Pamphlet and Behaviour. 


Of the Diviſions and Animoſities we ſpeak of, we 
have but a very late Inſtance in two Pamphlets lately 
publiſhed, viz. Some Obſervations upon the Thirtieth of 
January «rd Twenty ninth of May; and the anſwer to it 
under this Title of, The Reformer Rackd, &c. I ſhall 
not preſume to enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, and 
whether ſuch days ought to be kept 7 etermum, the 
Publick Authority that ordered their Obſervance, is 
the beſt Judge of it: But I muſt confeſs that I cannot 
but 


Thirtieth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 


bat be grieved to hear from the Palpit on thoſe days 
(generally ſpeaking) nothing but InveCtves, Railing 
Accuſations and Abuſive Language, inſtead of Chriſtian 
Exhortations to Repentance, Union and Charity : I 
appeal to all the Sermons that have been publiſhed on 
that Subje&----Such I may call the two Pamphlets I 
have but now mentioned, though I make a great diffe- 
rence between them too: The Author of the former, 
though very much. miſtaken in ſeveral of his Notions, 
and eſpecially in Charch-Ceremonies, ſeems to be a 
good Man; but the Author of the latter, has broken 
all Bounds and Rules of Hamanity with Mankind ; 
and perhaps never was there in a Pamphlet ſo much 
Nonſence, and ſo much of Abuſive Language, as in this; 
but what can be expeted from a Man, who in his ſecond 
Page looks upon Celviniſm as an Hereſie, as Damnable 
as Socinianiſm, Arrianiſm and Anabaptiſme ? Such a 
Champion of our Church deſerveth, I am ſure, to be 
taken notice of ſome other way than by an Obſer- 
vator, @&c, Obſeruator Vol. 7. Numb. 24. Saturday 


Fane 30. 1694. 


